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COMPANY df Commerce and 
Navigation, lately eſtabliſhed in 
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1 FA 


RIGHT HoNOURABLE 5 
William Pulteney, Eſq; 


8 


Am but too Civic that the in- 
— human Manner, in which ſeveral 
N of my Actions have been repre- 
5 5 ſented to the World, together with 
Wo R my long ſilence under that Inju- 


\) 


da. 


WS 40 


but that this Undertaking, - will once more raiſe 
the Fury and Clamour of a powerful F ation a- 


gainſt me. 


| humbly con fels, Sir, that except the 98 of 


| Education, and the Example of ſome of the great- 


eſt Men in Britain may be allowed ſome ſmall Plea 
in my favour, | have but very little to offer in ex- 
cuſe 


K ſtice, have given my Enemies great 
Po ——6 over me, and render'd me a very un- 
fit Perſon, in the Opinion of iome People, to point 
out to Great Britain, either her preſent Intereit or 
future Danger ; and I don t, in the leaſt, doubt, 


"Te 


caſe of Seal ty of * my Condutt i in the B 


1 ning of his Majeſty's Reign. But tho? 1 have 52 0 y | 
EY unfortunate in my way of thinking, yet I hare 


3 this Conſolation, to which God is my witneſs, 
| -_ _ that I never fell into any Error or Miſtake a?⸗- 


12 gainſt the Government, either through a mercena- 
a ry View, Thirſt of Revenge, or an ungrateful Prin. 
| iple. Whatever my Faults have been, - I have 
1 incerely repented of them, and have often pro 
: miſed you to make Great Britain and his Maje- © 
* ſty all the honourable Attonement in my Power, 
1 by endeavouring to be a faithful Promoter of cher 
3 Intereſt for the future. ö 
4 In this Criſis o Affairs, my Dy: as N 8 IJ 
= my honour, calls upon me to fulfill thoſe Promiſes, 
= —- whatever the ew may be; and how much ſo- _ 
1 ever ſome Men may calumniate me, and prefer tle 
1 Gratification of a private Revenge to the Intereſt 
3 of their Country, I ſhall ſpeak my mind like a 
F ” e who reſolves to act up to the dictates of his 
l] Conſcience, without either courting the Smiles, or 
1 N ; facing the Frowns of any Party. A long * 5 
of Misfortunes have inured me gers, and : 
| - | made me perfectly well acquai with the Effects 
of Party- rage, ae and Malice; but tho 


=_ . I expeCt a Storm of all Three om two different 
Quarters, I am nevertheleſs perſwaded, that all 
3 impartial Men, both at Home and Abroad, who 
= have the leaſt regard for the Honour and Happi- » 

neſs of Britain, will weigh my Arguments with- - 
= out Prejudice; and that you 1 Sir, upon | 
| 5 peruſing them will look back upon ſome Pieces 
4 of my Life, which may poſſibly have ftill left in 
= vou the Traces of thats Efteem and Friendſhip, 
1 with which you once were pleaſed to honour 
1 | 8 
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As I have nbw engaged myſelf to ſpeak and a& 
like a Briton fearleſs of his Fate, and anxious for 
his Country, I ſhall, from time to time, give you 
my thoughts upon inch things as have fallen in 
my way, during the Nine tedious, melancholy. 
years of my baniſhment; and think it neceſfary  *+- 
to begin with the Oſtend Company, as an Affair, 
which has drawn the Eyes of all Europe upon 
it, and by its importance ſeems, not only to call 
for all the Tongues and Pens in Britain, but 
even to demand the utmoſt Addreſs and Integrity 
of her Miniſters. It is no ſmall encouragement 
to me to go on with this Work, that the Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, and the Court of France, 
have already ſhewn their Apprehenſions of the 
Danger threatened from this rifing Coloſſus: And 
the hvely and frequent Memonals given in by the 
Dutch to the Imperial Miniſter about it, plainiy e- 
vince, how prejudicial this Republick apprehends 
it may be in its conſequences to the two Mari- 
time Powers,, which have been hitherto ſo juſtly 
eſteem'd the Bulwarks of Property and the Liber- 
ties of Europe. mo ; 


TI have met with ſo ſtrange an Account of the 
Origine of this Company which now portends 
ſo much miſchief to. the Trade of Great Britain, 
that I cannot but look upon two or three very 
particular Circumſtances as a proper Introduction 
to the Arguments I have to offer againſt it. Mr. 


Kerr, ſo well known in his Life-time by his In- 


trigues and private Negociations abroad, ſeems 
boldy to aſſert in the Papers he has leſt behind 
him, that this Company, was projected many 
years ago by ſdine very powerful People among 

„„ 
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the Friends to the Hanover Succeſſion, to the Erid 
that Flanders might ſerve as a Refug;:, - both to 
their Perſons and Effects in caſe of any mis ortune. 
1 muſt confeſs, Sir, that I don't know what to 
lay to this Aifertion, no more than to a great 
many other Paſſages in the ſame Papers which 
ſeems directly levelled at ſeveral conſiderable Per- 
ſons, as if they were ſacrificing the Intereſt and Safety 
of Britons to their own private Fears or Avarice. But 
ſuppoſing what Mr. Kerr, ſays to be true: As 
there is no moral poſſibility, that the Chevalier de 
St. George can ever be in capacity to give his Ma- 
jeſty, or his Royal Iſſue, the leaſt diſturbance for 
the future without breach of Truſt in our own 
Miniſtry, che Motives which induced Engliſh Mezz 
to enter into meaſures tending to the inevitable 
ruin of their Country, now no longer ſubſift, 
and the Miniſtry's Conduct in this Affair will be 
the beſt Rule for Britous to Judge by, what Ap- 
prehenſions they ought to entertain upon this 
Account. „ . 


Another thing that very much haſtened the 


Eftabliſhment of the Netherland Company was 
the Conduct of Our own Eaſt India Directors at 
home. Mr. Ray, one of the preſent Directors in 
Flanders, if I have been rightly informed, was the 


firſt private Adventurer that ſent a Ship from 


Oſtend to China, and other People being about to 


follow his Example, the Engliſh Directors wrote 


him a very complaiſant Letter, recommending 
their Intereſt to him, and hoping that, as he was 


a Man of Honour (a-Charatter he very well de- 


ſerves) and a fellow Subject, he would uſe his ut- 
moſt endeavours to diſcourage ſuch Proceedings 
Fi the future. They alſo wrote much 22 
ee e WES b F Gn HS. * . he 
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Ae Kune rte 6 Mr. Logan then Conſul in 


Flanders to have” à watchful Eye over what was 
dbing” chere; but the fate of that Letter ought to 
give the Mi nifty 4 Caiition, not to ſend weak ig3 
notarit Men abroad- in fuch Employments for the 

to come. Some Merchants at Oftend ſeeing 


the Letter lie ii "the Bo ore and gueſſing ar 
the" Contents by mpany's Seal upon 


went irtmediate} = irwite be the Conſul abroad, 
and made him ſo drunk before the Letter was 
brought to him, that they took it out of his Pocket 
ogy” even allowing him an Opportunity to read 

' This 1 dart aver to you to be matter of Fact, 
157 1 have ſeen Cöpies of the Letters with a Gens 
tleman of undiſputed Probicy, „ and one deeply 
chngerned in the end Company. The Originals 
o fully explain'd the at damage this Trade 
would do to the Em; glifh Conga, and conſe: 
quently how adyantayoouis it Would be to the 
Flemings, that it was thought highly neceflary to 


fend em to che Court of Vi ienna. 2 


Thus, Sir, you fa three very particular Circum- 
ſtances in che riſe of the Imperial Company of 
Commerce and Navigation lately eftablithed | irt 
the Spaniſp Netherlands; and now 1 humbly beg 
kaye to lay before you ſome of thole Dangers 
with which it immediately threatens the Trade of 
Great Britain and Holland. I am very Tenfible how | 
delicate a thing it is to touch the Intereſt of 
Crown'd Heads, or to comment upon their Acti- 
dns ; but againſt this reflection, I weigh the Duty 
which every Man owes to his Country. With 
due reſpeck to his Imperial Majeſty, it cannot 
but be ſurprizing to all Men of ſenſe, to lee the 


Court of Vienna perſiſt ſo inflexibly in an under- 


3 443 taking 


 Cwy 


| „the juſtice of which has been ſo. vigours 
a ſo reaſonably diſputed by the two pours | 
oo and beſt Allies it has. This Proceeding, in 
the Imperial, Miniſters, admits of. very ſerious re- 
. fe&ons; it ought to open the Eyes of Britozs, 

and, in my humble = demands the At-, 
tention of thoſe, whoſe Employments make it 
their. Duty to "poſes that Balance of Power, 
upon which the bare of ſo * e 95 
Feapls depends. . : £68 
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7 — Heſohriens ir has * A in "the,: States 

of Brabant, I ſuppole that the learned Author; has 
oken.to the , Purpoſe, in regard to the Right by 

which the Auſtriaz Netherlands pretend to diſturb 

the repole of Europe, and invade the Properties of 4 

their Ne Ne! ee and E | its 
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and by turning 
n n them this Queſtion naturally ariſes; 


(11) 


ut The“ chere is e but n 77 drs ag 


FN 


= 1 — — that the Streſs of the Dif- 
pute at preſent need not lye ſo much whether the 
Auſtrian Netherlands have, or ever had a Right to 


Trude to the Eaſt Indies, Kc. Which is what Mr. 


Mac Neny f. firenuoully {tickles for; as whether 
uch a Trade may not be prejudicial to the reſt of 


Europe, particularly to thoſe very Powers which 


put his Imperial Majeſty in Poſſeſſon of them. 


If this 2 _ Abe. the Caſe, as it certainly 


will, by allowing a Right which. Was never ac- 
knowledged „ by introducing new Cuſtoms, 
the Gourle of Commerce into ano- 


Whether all true Britous and Dutch Men, in Juſtice 
to themſelves andi their Poſterity, of whoſe future 


Properties and Liberties they are Truſtees and 


Guardians as their Forefathers have been of theirs, 
ought not unanimouſly and vigourouſly to join 
in the gi en Means to . 1 : 
| 480 £ | 
We nee not look: man years back to find a 
; Precedent ſuſficient to — ſoch a Proceed- 
If upon the Death of the late Emperor 
. Joſeph, the Allies were obliged to change their 
Plan 1 in regard to Spain, and to leave King Phil- 
vp in Poſſeſſion of that Crown, meerly to pre- 
Aerve the Ballance of Power in Europe; the very 
[ſame conſideration now more loudly calls upon 
the two Maritime Powers, to oppole the Eftablith-. 
ment of an Eaſt Company in Flanders, fince it ſo 
eee threatens SURE own Trade and Navi- 
8 2 2 gation, 


( 12) | 
n, withgub hich, the Liberties uf aug can 
weve be waere and fupported. | xt DA nh 
5 Le 54 ir .. Init 
e ant Hollam - hav alinoft Time out of 
Carried on 2 Traue tunthe E Indies and 
Ching and ere: never encnonchad upon by the 
Fleming, Per ſubject to: tlie King ot Spain; Nor 
had they been interrupted. or interlaped by them. 
to this Day, had the Netherlands been leſt in 
the Poſſeſſion of their old Maſters. This Point 
has been modeſtiy cquched upon in one of the 
Duteh Memorials, and as: haſtily Hy lid over by Mr. 
Mac, * R in his. AnGver.  |Grent Britain and Hol- 
cems, have conguered aud acquired; at 
an an Seredibl effuſion of cheit Blond, and an im- 
mene waſte of their Treafurez ſq many new King- 
55 . 7 5 and fo nary ny e 
Subjects far Imperial Majel a very 
purpoſe, it, they muſt at laſt: by the Ne means 


of inch important ſervices, be! ſtript of one f 


1 * moſt valuable — of their Commerce; 


but this is nt che only Mistartüne Brita: have 
to apprehend in this Caſe, for if they fit: tame- 
ly under this Inſult, it will 3 in'allibly open a Gap, 


and ſerve as a precedent: to the Flem2gs, ta make 


further encroachmenrs upon the Trade of Great 


Britain. It is very dangerous, Sir, to let Evils 
take too deep a Root before the Remedy be ap- 
plied: The Breach at Dagenham, might have been 


ſtopp'd at the beginning, for leſs than org 


Shillings, but being imprudaacly neglected, it 
afterwards above ten times as many Thonſand 


Pounds. The Caſe is much the ſame at preſent 


in regard to the Flemings; it is much eafier to 


ſuppre 8 the Oſtend Company,” while they have not 
one Shi p of Force to 1 us, than when they 


have 
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2} havegatten's good Fleet; which, (for ſetieral Rec: 
om not very proper to be mentioned by L aſſure 
you they will have in a few- Years, if not timely 
8 by Tit honeſt Adm iniftcation in en 
13 * 1 
Butz Sir, che Flemiige- have brought o many 
Agents to ſupport cheir Endeavours to ſhare 
our Trade with us, to thoſe Countries where our 
Jong Commerce, as well as laborious and danger- 
ous "Diſcaretics, has render d the Navigation much 
eaſier to ſuch new Beginners than itqwould other- 
wiſe have been; that it will be neceſſary to look 
back a little to the Treaty of Alliance concluded 
at the Hague, the 7th of September 1701. between 
ths Emperor, the King of. Great Britain, and the 
States General of the United Provinces: It is 
very well worth every Britons Notice, that there is 
not an Article of that Treaty, relating to the 
Emperots Intereſt, but what has been faithfully 
and punttually performed by the Engliſi and 
Dutch, as far as the Liberties of Europe, and the 
Situation of Affairs would permit. They have 
put his Imperial Ma) eſty in Poſſeſſion of the 
Spaniſh Netherlands, © Naples., Siciy, and the 
Milane xe, while Great Britain and Holland, bade 
bern impover bed and almoſt ex hauſted * the 
tate War, the Enperor bas been aggrandized 'and 
made more Powerful. by. it than auy of bis Predeceſſors 
© _ ſauce. the Emperor Charles the Fh. It is alſo re- 
matkable, that of the fourteen Articles of that 
Treaty five expreſſy mention the. Security and 
Advantage of the Navigation and Commerce of 
Great Britain and Hollaud; which ſhews how 
jealous the Maritime Powers then were of their 
Trade, and how ridiculous it would have been in 


N Man to ima gine that they would at that time 
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have ſuffered any 'new: Competitor etitor with them in | 


the Indian Seas, If they would not ſuffer it then, 
it is leſs reaſonable to, believe chat they ought to 
do it now, fince by eſtabhſhing a New Com- 


pany in F. anders, their Trade muſt be viſibly 
impaired, and conſequently 3 in a worſe condition 


than it was at the making of that Treaty, by 
the: firſt Article of which, his then Imperial 
Majeſty was obliged to remove and præuent all 
that might be hurtful and prejudicial to them: 
* he certainly would do were he now 


0 2 live. 4 - oY 4 > - a ＋ * * 6 2 : * 
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for the mutual ſecurity of the Parties concerned, 
as by the twelfth Article of it, I am humbly at 
Opinion it does, the Emperor's Minifters- 4 to 
me to have led his Imperial Majeſty into Mea- 


ſures. very contrary to the meaning of the Treaty 


it ſelf, and the Deſign of his Auguſt Father. 


The firſt Article' of it ſays, © That there ſhall 


cc be from this time à Conſtant, firm, perpetual, 
< and; inwiolable Amity between his Imperial 
AM Majeſty, his facred Royal Majeſty. ol Great 
4. Britain, and the Lords the States General of 
ce the United Provinces, and that they {hall be 


'< bound xeciprocally to promote the Advantage 


c of each other, and to remove and prevent all 
ce that may be hurtful and prejudicial to them. 
It 18 maniteſt” ta all the World, that the |Emgliſh 
and Dutch have highly promoted the Emperor's 
Advantage; but how the Eſtabliſhment of an 
"India Company in Flanders, which is ſo viſibly to 
the detrunent of the  Exzliſh and Dutch Com- 
merce, can be e ee with the Juſtice af his 


5 Majeſty, or the meaning of this ro, 
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1 leave to the Opinion of every Man, who nas 


not an Intereſt or Party view in raiſing new 


Cavils and Diſputes. | The intent of the Treaty 


was to procure for the Emperor © a juſt and rea- 
„ ſonable Satisfaction for his Pretenſions to the 


« Succeſſion of Spain. - Which his Son has amply 
received cc and for the King of Great Britain, and 
« the States General, a ſufficient Security in par- 
ec ticular, for their Kingdoms, Provinces, and 
& Territories, and for the Navi gation and . 

ce merce of cheir Subjects. W Pich Commerce is 


nom invaded and encroached upon by the Netber- 


landers. In the fifth Article of the ſaid Treaty 


it is ſtipulated that, © To procure the ſaid Satis- 


de faction and Security, the Allies ſhall uſe their 
ce utmoſt endeavours to retake and Conquer the 
ee Provinces of the Spauiſb Netherlands, to the 
& end that they may become a Bulwark and 
< Barrier to ſeparate. and keep off France from 
« the United Provinces in the ſame manner as 
cc heretofore; the ſaid Spaniſh Netherlands havin 8 
& been the ſaid . General's Security till of 
& late that his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty hath poſ- 
ee ſeſled himſelf of them, and 1eized upon them 
ee by his Troops, &c.” It does not appear very 
plain by this Article, nor indeed by any part 
of the Treaty, that the Engliſh and Dutch were 
obliged to give up the Province of Flanders to the 
Emperor when Conquered, it never having been 
a Fief of the Empire or Dependant on it; The 
principal Motive for - Conquering the Spawiſh Ne- 


tberlands, was that they might ſerve as a Bul- 


wark and Barrier to the United Provinces, in the 


fame manner as heretofore : But heretofore they 


had no Trade to India, nor by Conſequence ought 
r to have any now; F or it would be wrt 
— 


- * . 5 
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and ridienlons to ſuppoſe that what was interdZ 
ed for the Security and Preſervation of the Dutch; 
and which coſt them ſo much Blood and Trea- 
ſure to obtain, muſt now be turned to their 
Ruin and Deſtruction. If ſo, it had been much 
better tor them that the Spaniſh Netherlands had 
been returned to King Philip at the Peace, with 


bours, upon much eaſier Terms than parting 
wich their Commerce. ee 


Sir, I am not ignorant that a great many well 


meaning People in Englaud, have been induftri- 
dully deluded into a belief that the Treaty has 
not been complied with by Great Britain and the 


United Provinces, becauſe the Emperor is not 


put in poſſeſſion of all the Spaniſh Monarchy: 
But it ought to be conſider'd that the proclaiming 
the preſent Emperor King of Spain, was an after 
Game, and no Condition of the Grand Alliance 
in 1701. By a juſt and reaſonable Satisfaction no 
more was then meant than the recovery of Naples, 

icily, and ſome Fiefs of the Empire at that 
time in the Hands of France: The War was not 
entered into expreſly to dethrone King Philip, 


nor did the Emperor at the making of the Trea- 


ty, ſo much as lift his Expettations or Hopes to 
the obtaining the Crown of Spain; as is very ap- 


parent by the Eighth Article, which ſays, that, 


c The War being once begun, none of the Al- 
44 lies ſhall treat of Peace with the Enemy, ex- 
cc cept in Conjunction, and with the Participati- 
« on of the other Princes, and the ſaid Peace 
& ſhall not be concluded, without firſt obtaining 
tc for his Imperial Majeſty a juſt and reaſonable 
i Satisfackion (here it was very natural, na abſo- 
Ty | 1 ies | ; lutely 
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tutely neceſſary, to have inſerted all the Spaniſh Alo- 
narchy, if. it bad been deſigned for his Family at 


that time) “ and for the King of Great Britain, 


« and the States General, the Security of their re- 
e ſpective Kingdoms, Provinces, Territories, Na- 
& yigation, and Commerce; and without having 
te firſt taken juſt and ſuſhcient mealures to pre- 
tc vent for ever the Union of the Kingdoms of 
& France and Spain under one Crown, ſo that 
© one and the ſame King ſhould never be Sove- 
te reign of them, &c.” By theſe Words, Sir, it 
is put out of ditpute that King Philip might re- 
main King of Spain, provided that the Allies 
could be ſecured that he ſhould never become 
King of France, and by uniting the Crowns, en- 
danger the Liberties of Europe. When the Em- 
peror Leopold ſent Prince Eugene into Italy, (who 
marched with an Army of Thirty Thoutand 


Men from Roveredo, towards the end of May, 


1701, above three Months before the Signing or 


the Treaty) his Imperial Majeſty did nor declare 


the. War to be for the Vindication of the Pre- 
tenſions of his Houſe to the Succeſſion of Spain, 
(which he was ſure would never have engaged 


the Empire in his Quarrel) but for the recovery 
of the Dutchy of Milan, as a Fief of the Em- 


pire. Wherefore it is evident that the Engliſin 


and Dutch have complied with more than they 


were obliged to by this Treaty, in giving up the 
entire Province of Flanders to the Emperor, and 
that the eſtabliſhing an Eaſt India Company there 


is contrary to the true meaning and purport of 


it, and the returns due to ſo genierows an Ac» 
tion, 5 4 | 


"If = This 
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This leads to me to take notice of a way Gf 
Arguing which I have met with among the ge- 
nerality of Advocates for the Oſtenders, as diſ- 
ingenuous as it is ungenerous and ungrateful. 
To difengage his Imperial Majeſty from the Ob- 
higations they are Conſcious to themſelves he lies 
under to the FEngliſb and Dutch, they ſay that 
the late War was enter'd into as much for the 
particular Intereſt of Great Britain and Holland, as 
or the Service of the Emperor: That the Pro- 
claiming the Pretender, by Louis the XIVth, was 
fo great an Affront to King William and the Bri- 
t;/h Nation, and fo nearly regarded Queen Anne, 
that Self- intereſt obliged her to Proſecute the 
War with the utmoſt vigour to | 
Title and the Proteſtant Suceſſion: That the 
Victories obtained by the Allies were as neceſ- 


fary for the preſervation of the Ezzliſh and Dutch 


as his Imperial Majeſty: And that conſequently 
he has not an Obligation to England or Holland 
upon that Head, conſiderable enough to engage 
him to abandon the Intereſt of his own Sub- 
jects, by hind'ring them to Trade to the Fades, 


which they have a Right to do. This is part 


o- what 1 have frequently heard in Bruſſels and 
Antwerp: But good manners, and reſpect to ſome in 
the preſent Adminiſtration in Britain, obliges me to 
conceal the reſt. e 


There is no doubt, Sir, but that the mutual 
Security of the Perſons concerned, was what was 
principally regarded in forming the grand Alli- 
ance and ought to be the Conſequence of it, 
than which we ask no more: But as there is a 
great deal of difference betwixt ſecuring old Poſ- 

5 | ſelſions 
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ſeſſions and acquiring new ones, the Emperor 
is here under an undeniable Obligation to his 


Allies. For notwithſtanding it be granted that 
the Duke of Marlborough's amazing Victories 


were uleful to the reſt of the Allies by lowering 


the Power of France, yet the Emperor had the 


greateſt Benefit of them, as he was in the grea- 
teſt Danger. Had not that invincible General 
marched to Donawert and Blenbeim, the Em- 
peror Leopold, muſt, in all probability, have been 


> obliged to quit the Imperial Diadem: And 1 


never heard an unprejudiced Man of any Nati- 


on or Party ſoever, but what would readily allow, 
that the Emperor owes, not only all the new 


Kingdoms and Provinces which he now enjoys, 


but eyen the Empire it {el 8 to Queen ANNE 


# o 


and the States General, by that timely and vigo- 
rous Afliſtance. | 5 
Tho' the People always bear the Burthen ot 
a War, yet they are ſeldom or never let into 
the Knowledge of the true Motives to one: 
The proclaiming the Cocvalier at St. Germain, 
King of England, Scotland, and Irelapi, was the 
moſt lucky Thing that could poſſibly have hap- 
pene for the Exgliſb Miniitry, ſince they were 
reſolved to enter into a War in behalf of the 
Emperor: It was aggrayated and repreſented to 
Great Britain in the blackeſt Colours, and the 
Bulk of the People believe to this Day, that it 
was the principal Ground of that War, which 


has coſt the Nation fo dear - But if they look 


into the Treaty of Alliance, they will find that 


the War againſt France, was projected long be- 
fore the Death of King Fames the Second, ſince 


C 2 | the 


rather appears an effect of his Reſentment a- 


Auſtria. When a Man diſinterſtedly and calmly 
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the Treaty it ſelf, which muſt unavoidably have 
taken up a conſiderable time in adjuſting, was 


Signed ten Days before the * Deceaſe ot that 
untortunate Prince. So that the proclaiming the 


even a ſhadow of Reaſon to Aſſert that the 
French Ring had any prior Deſign to eſtabliſh 
that Gentleman in the Throne of Great Britain, 
in contravention to the Treaty of Ryſwick : But 


gainſt the Britiſh Nation for entering into that 
Alliance againſt him in favour of the Houſe of 


reflects upon his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's Beha- 
viour at the Death of Queen ANNE, he can- 
not but be of this Opinion. For had Louis the 
XIVth, then had any Inclination to Ac contra- 
ry to the Treaty of Utrecht in favour of the 
Chevalier, nothing, humanly ſpeaking, could haye 
hinder'd his having Succeſs, as Affairs ſtood at 


» 


that Time in Britain. 


I hope, Sir, I have fairly proved that the pro- 


claiming the Chevalier had no influence at all 
in forming the grand Alliance againſt France 


and Spain, and as to Queen AN N's being ob- 
liged to proſecute the War, and follow King 


WILLIAM's Plan, in regard to her awn Safe- 
ty and the Proteſtant Succeſſion, I am humbly of 
Opinion, that other meaſures might have been 


1 
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hy The Treaty <vas Signed the 7th of September, N, S. 
and King James dyed the 17th of September, N. F. 
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taken, 


Chevalier, impartially conſider d, is ſo far from 
amounting to a Demonſtration, that there is not 


(-21.) 


taken, more for the Intereſt, though perhaps not 


ſo much for the Glory of Great Britain, ſince 
+ the World would hardly then have known that 
it had produced a Duke of Marlborough. At 


her Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Crown, ine might 
have had what Terms ſhe,pleaſed from France, 
as well for ſecuring her' own Title, and the 


| Proteſtant Succeſſion, as the Britiſh Commerce: 


Nay, her Friendſhip would have been at that 
Time of ſuch Conſequence to France and Spain, 
that to purchaſe it they would Fave given her 


an open Trade to Mexico and Peru. She might 
Have ſaved the numberleſs Millions of Pounds 


Sterling thrown away the laſt War, and inſtead 
of leaving the Nation fifty Millions in Debt, 
ſne might have left it free from all Incumbran- 
ces, beſides the prodigious Wealth, that ſuch a 
Trade and ſuch à Peace would have brought a- 
long with them. But of all theſe Advantages 
have we been deprived by a generoſity and con- 
cern for the Houſe of Auſtria, which has al- 
ways proved fatal to the Intereſt of England? 


It is evident, that whatever were the Motives 
for entering into that War, the Emperor has 


been infinitely the greateſt Gainer by it. IF 


the Pretender and the dreaded greatneſs of the 


= Houle of Bourbon have been dear Bugbears to 


Great Brita n, the Houſe of Auſtria has been a 


Spunge to ſoak up the beſt Blood in her Veins, 


and a Gulph that has ſwallowed up the Wealth 
of the Nation. Tho? Britozs ſtill lye groaning. 
under the Debts contratted in that War, and 
are ſtruggling with inſuperable Difficulties to 
raiſe the yearly Taxes ta pay the Intereft of 
| h thoſe. 
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thoſe Debts, the Emperor bas acquired Kings 


doms and Provinces in the fineſt parts of Europe, 


which in extent may equal Great Britain it felt, 
for which I appeal to Naples, Sicily, the Milapeze 


which, the Blood and Gold of Great Britain had 


the greateſt. Share While his Imperial Majeſty 


enjoys the Revenues of thoſe prodigious Acqui- 
ſitions, All, that duped Britons have to boaſt of, 
and ſhew their Children and Relations, for a 
great part ot their private Fortunes expended in 


the late Wars, and all the Blood their Houſes 


have loft in the Emperor's Quarrels with Louis 
the XIVth, is but two ſmall holds in the Me- 
diterranean, for the. Security of their Commerce 
in that part of the World, and even thoſe (it 
is {aid) they are in danger of loſing. But Bri- 
tons have ever been more renowned tor Fighting 
than Politicks: And ( hope I may ſay it with- 
out Offence) tho' they beat all the World in 
time of War, all the World tricks and impoſes 
upon them in time of Peace; but whether to 
Artribute this misfortune to an excels of good 
Nature peculiar to the Britiſþ Nation, or to Ig- 
norance, or Corruption in her Miniſtry, or to 


' whatever other Cauſe I leave to better judges to 


determine. 


* 


Had not the Intereſt of the Houſe of Au- 


ſtria been more prevalent with the Britiſh Mi- 
niſtry than the Interęſt of Britain it ſelf, we 
might have had Advantages from the French 
King at the Treaty of Gertrudenburg, which 
there was no poſſibility of obtaining afterwards 
at Utrecht. We might then have had a glori- 


ous 


eus ahd advantagious Peace, and moſt of thoſe 
gallant Men, who fell ſoon after in the dreadful 
9D % Barde of Blaregnies, had been now alive, to be 
an Ornament, as well as a Defence to their 
Country : Such Meaſures might alſo then have 
7 been taken as would have effectuall/ prevent- 
= ed fo many üluſtrious Families in Britain, from 
mourning at preſent Misfortunes of their Friends 
and Relations in baniſhmentt Abroad, not to men- 
tion the unhappy Fate of thoſe who publickly 
- 2 loft their Lives at home: But preſent Advantages 
and future Dangers were both equally ſlighted, 
7 becauſe the French King could not become ſuch 
an Apoſtate to humane Nature, as to comply 
- __ with the rigid Demand of the Britiſh Miniſtry, 
e in behalf of the preſent Emperor, and turn 
dis Arms and the whole Power of France a- 
= gainſt his on Grandſon, and a gallant and 
generous Nation, who had ſo cheerfully received 
im for their King, and fo loyally and ſtedfaſtly 
maintained his Intereſt, and continued their Al- 
legiance to him, even in his greateſt Dangers and 
Misfortunes. Surely when the Emperor pleaſes 
to reflect ſerioully upon this Circumſtance, and 
the timely Aſſiſtance of his Majeſty K ING 
6 EO RG E ſent him to the Mediterranean, at 
o _ the Expence of the Britiſþ Nation, and the 
Hazard of his own Crown, as it had like to 
have proved afterwards, he will ſee the Obliga- 
tion he hes under to Great Britain. 


'e Ide unfair, and I may juſtly fay, the ungen- 
h tlemanlike, way of reaſoning in a great many 
h of the Imperialifts, has obliged me to take no- 

 .} tice of ſeveral Things, which the .protound Id: 
; 5 pect 
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ſpect 1 fliall always bear to the moſt Auguſt 


Houſe of Auſtria, would have otherwiſe inclined 7 


me to paſs by : His Imperial Majeſty's perfonal 
Piety and Juſtice, have render'd him as illuſtri- 


ous as the Crown he wears, and the. Rank he 
holds among Mankind: But as no Man can 
poſſels Perfection, the juſteſt Prince upon Earth 
may be ſurprized into Errors and Miſtakes, by 
ambitious crafty Men, who want to cut out 
Work and Employments for themfelves and 


their Creatures. This really is the Caſe of moſt 
Princes who Ac amiſs, in regard either to their 


own. Subjects or their Neighbours; and I am ful- 
ly perſwaded, that, were the Emperor made tru- 
ly ſenſible, how incompatiable the Company of 
Commerce, he has lately eſtabliſhed in the Low- - 
Countries is, with the Obligations he lies under 


to the Englſh and Dutch, both by Treaties and 
the Services they have renderd him; and the 


Train of Inconveniences it muſt infallibly draw _ 


| after it to his own Dominions, he would have 
more regard to the Repreſentations of his old 
faſt Friends and Allies, than to the late Remon- 
ſtrance of his new Subjects the States of Brabant; 
who, by the manner in which they charge their 
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High Mightineſſes, the States General of the U- i 


nited Provinces, with breach of Faith, in regard 
to the Alliance they made with Spain, the 3th 
of Auguſt, 1673, the Stile of their Remonſtrance, 
and the Advice they give his Imperial Maje- 
ſty in the Conclufion of it, can have no other 
View than really to ſet about ruining not only 
the Dutch, but the Engliſh Commerce, as muc 

as poſſibly they can; or elſe to drive Matters to 
ſuch a Head, as they may have an Opportuni- 
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ty of returning once again to their 0: Sub- 


} 
*sl 
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Out of the moſt ſubmiſſive and profound re- 


Apt 1 have for all Crown'd Heads, and Majeſty 
In General, I thought to have paſſed by that old 
*ZTopick of Univerſal Monarchy, which has to 


» F" 
J 2 
. * 


*diten been ſuccelsfully made ute of, to eaſe Bri- 
tons of their ſuperfluous Wealth: But as ſuch 


Condeſcention would only leave room to unge- 


| 3 erous Diſputants , to employ the Terrours ot it, 
Againſt what I have already advanced, in relation 


to the Obligations the Houſe of Auſtria lies un- 


2 


der to Britain, I ſhall humbly beg leave to con- 


th; 
© 
. 


Kider a little, what the Conſequence of dethrone- 
the Emperor Leopold would have been to 
os na. 


To begin this Argument, I ſuppoſe the Em- 


' 
peror to have been in no manner of Danger, 


but what he brought upon himſelf in purſuing 
His Pretenſions to Milan, &c. And I make no 
Icruple to acknowledge, that had the War been 
ſucceſsful to France, the Duke of Bavaria had in 
all probability been made Emperor for the good 


Services he had render'd to his moſt Chriſtian Ma- 


jeſty. But I muiſt affirm at the ſame time that 


_ his Electoral Highneſs was a Prince of too much 
Honour, and had too great a Soul to ſtoop to 
any thing that might really endariger the Liber- 


ties of Europe, or become 4 Tool to any De- 
 Tigns of eſtabliſhing Univerſal Monarchy. He 


always had the Character of a Prince of moſt 
excellent Senſe and Penetration, 
. Safety and Intereſt 
him to enter into ſuch meaſures, ſince he him- 


| and his own 
would never have permitted 
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felf muſt of courſe have fallen with the reſt of F 

n the Powers of Europe. All that Louis the XIVth 12 
aimed at was the ſecuring the Spaniſb Monarchy © 
for his Grandſon, who by by proximity of Blood 

and the King of Spain's WI I I, had undoubted- # 

ly a better Right than the Houſe of Auſtria % 

could pretend; and the Duke of Bavaria was 
too great a Stateſman not to know, that the 

Spaniſh Monarchy in the Poſſeſſion of the Col- 

lateral Line of the Houſe of Bourbon, could no 
more endanger the Liberties of Europe, than if 

in the Collateral Line of the Houſe of Auſtria.  : 


Conſanguinity among Princes is but a ſlender 
Tie of Friendſhip where their Interefts are in Que- + 

ſtion; which has been evident in the Conduct 
of the late Regent ot France. It is not the firſt 
time that Couſin Germains have ſate upon the 
Thrones of France and Spain without any Con- 
ſequence at all to the Liberties of the reſt of 
Chriſtendom; and if Naples, Sicily, the Milaneze, © 
and Flanders too had remained annexed to the 
Spaniſh Monarchy, with a ſufficient Barrier for 
the Dutch (which their moſt Chriſtian and Ca- 
tholick Majeſties would at any time have con- 
ſented. to with all their Hearts, could they have 
been ſecured of the Friendſhip of their High 

Mightineſſes the States General) it had been ſo 
far from turning the Ballance of Power, that it 
had rather prelerved it; for the more powerful 
Spain is, the better match he will always be ei- 
ther for France or the Emperor, which is the 
true Intereſt of Europe; tho? ſome intreaguing 

- mercenary Stateſmen, have, for their own Sini- 

e ſter Views, been pleaſed to think and ſay the 
a contrary 


*% 


552 his Word with her. He had but too 0:ten ex- 
Tac perienced the Power and warlike Genius of Eng- 
irſt 4 land tO provoke It, if he could any way hand- 
bY ſomly avoid doing ſo: He was grown old, and, 
on- 10 doubt, was ve deſirous of Peace, it with 
of 1 his Grandlon could have kept the Crown of 
. B Spain - On the ocher hand, the Emperor muſt | 
he 4 have ſate ſtill, if he had not N Great Bri- 
for fan and the United Provinces in his Quarrel. As 
a. do the Liberties of Europe, tis viſible they had been 
u. in leſs Danger than they are at preſent. France and 
ve Cain had been juſt as much diſunited as they 
„ are now, and the laſt as powerful as the ough: 
6 to be: The Emperor would have been kep: 
11 4 wichin thoſe Boun is, which ſerved the Houſe of 
7 3 Auſtria well enangh for the ſafety of Europe, un- 
p till the Year 1701: The Dutch wouid have had 
1 a good Barrier, without the Danger ot loſing 
4 their Commerce; and England had not only been 
8 out of Debt, but Rich, and, by being ſo, better 
: able P detend, not only her own Liberties in 


eſt of 


Z ˙ 
"Fontrary. There is a political Oppoſition of In- 
ſereſts in thoſe Nations, which nothing can ever 
effectually unite to the prejudice of Britons, but 
A corrupt Adminiſtration in Britain it ſelt. 


2 Notwithſtanding the French King had cauſed. 
the Chevalier to be proclaimed in pique to King 


WILLIAM, he would have omitted no- 
thing to oblige Queen ANNE and the Bri- 
Ziſþ Nation, had ſhe given him no Diſturbanc2: 


In behalf of the Emperor: And had ſhe entered 


into any Treaty with his moſt Chriſtian Maje- 


8 1 y 4 there 18 All the 1 eaſon in the Wor id to 


believe that he would inviolably have kept 


ID 3 Particular, 


- Particular, but the Liberties of Europe in General 7 


againſt any Invader whatever. Though War, 
and Neceſlity obliged King Philip and the Spaniſh 
Nation to tubmit themſelves to be governed by 
French Councils, yet, had Britain let him live in 
Peace, and mind the Affaits of his Kingdom, he 


would have been as jealous bf Univertal Mon- 


archy and the Power of France, as any other 'Z 
Prince in Europe could be, except we are ſtupid 


or diſingenuous enough to believe, that he would 


have had more Regard and C mplaiſance for his 


Brothers Children, than Care and Affection for 
his own. In ſhort, Sir, nothing proves the un- 
adviſedneſs of that War more than the Conſe- 
quence of it: We have been fighting to put the 
Emperor in Poſſefſion of great Territories and 
Revenues: And his Miniſters, in return, are 
projecting how to ruin the Trade of Great Bris 
tain, EE. dr Non 


To doubt that this new Company eſtabliſhed 
in Flanders, will prejudice the Trade both of 
Great Britain and Holland, would be to arraign 
the Senſe and Judgment of the Britiſh Parliament 
as well as, of the States General. But to make 
tte Thing appear ſtill plainer, it does already 
prejudice it, and will continue to do ſo, more 
and more every Day, as the Company finds it 
ſelf in a Condition to extend its Views and en- 
large its Commerce, in proof of which I humbly 
beg leave to acquaint you, with a few of the 
Obſervations I made during the eight Months I 
„„ r —˙ Cole Lo 0 og 
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In Flanders there is as little Encouragement. as 
_ poffible for the Importation of  Briti/þh Manufac- 
"tures: A great many People, who to my Know- 
edge, tried their Induſtry that way, in ſeveral 
Sorts, were very often loſers, and at the belt, al- 
ways gained (as they aſſured me) One per Cent. 
er + more by the Guineas in their Pockets, than 
by the Goods they brought over. Now, as 
Great Britain's Objects of Commerce are under 
15 ſuch Difcoyragements, the Manufactures and Mer- 
thandize of Flanders and Brabant, are conſequent- 
bring which, there are about fiiteen Eng liſu 
& S$loops, from Fifty to Twenty Tun, continually 
d 7 lying betwixt London and Oſtend, and make at 
Feaſt Ten or a Dozen Trips a Year each, and 
iſometimes more if the Winter proves favourable: 
They never leave London without a good Number 
pf Paſſengers, who are all Traders that carry 
hardly any thing with them but Specie, either 
do go to Market with, or to pay the Debts 
they laſt contracted in Flanders. So that, includ- | 
ing what the Maſters of thoſe Veſſels theme 
ſelves carry over by private Commiſſions, there 
Is not one of thoſe Sloops, but what at a Me- 


* 
7 
* 

VAI 


dium, imports into Flapders Twenty Thouſand 
"Pounds Sterling a Year. This, I have heard ſe- 
"Feral of the Maſters themſelves acknowledge, and 
poaſt at the ſame time, that for every Ounce 
of Foreign Gold which they uſed to declare, 
they always brought with them five times the 
weight in Guineas and other undeclared Specie. 
If this be true, Sir, as I am very well ſatisfied it 
is, here are at leaſt Three Hundred Thouſand 
=. FTA Pounds 
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_ (39) 
Pounds Sterling, carried out of Great Britain exe- 
ry Year, which never ga back again but in 
Tea, Coffee, Arrack, and all ſorts of India Goods, 
Fiemiſh, Linnen, Lace, &c. from whence ariſe Three 
great Abuſes; Britain is robb'd of her Specie, her 
Eaſt Inda Company extremely hurt in her Trade, 
and his Majeſty defrauded of his Duties, b 
running thoie Goods which are enterable. Such 
Practices as theſe, have in a great meaſure con- 
tributed to thoſe great Deficiences in the Funds 
which have every Year been made good by - 
ſome other Tax, that has but too often lain 
heavy on the Poor, and proved a great Diſcou- 
ragement to honeſt Induſtry. | 2 


Notwithſtanding the meaſures lately taken to 
prevent the ſmuggling Trade, ſo pernicious to the 
Nation, the Effect can never ceaſe until the Cauſe * 
be entirely taken away. You will never be able 
to prevent the running Eaſt India Goods upon 
you from Oſtend, until that Company be ſup- 2 
preſſed, and private Adventurers debarred trading 
to the Indies, For, as ſoon as a Ship clears out 
; from London to Dublin, or ſome other convenient 
: Port in Jreland, ſhe ſails away direttly to Oftend, 

. pretending to be forced in by contrary Winds, 
or ſome other miſadventure: There ſhe lays out 
a good large Bag of Guineas, upon which ſhe : 
gains above three and a half per Cent. and takes 
in a ſufficient Quantity of counterband Goods 
not only for her intended Port, but alſo to 
1 ſmuggle with as ſhe Coaſts through the Channel. 
If This is a very frequent Practice and not one of 
if} the leaſt conſiderable Vents for the Flemiſh Eaſt 
| | lia 
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K 3 ' India Goods, for * you may rely Upon wy 
is, Word. 


lf the States of Brabant, in their Remon- 
ſtrance, make ſuch a heavy Complaint, ta ſee 
their Money going every Year to Holland for 
ch © Spices, Drugs, Sugars, Salt Fiſh, &c. of all which 
. they ſtand in need to be ſupplied, and have 
had them hitherto from their Neighbours, with- 
out making the leaſt Complaint 3} Great Britain 
has certainly much more Reaſon to be diſſatisfied 
to ſee herſelf robb'd every Year of ſuch prodigi- 
1 ous Quantities of her Specie, to purchaſe ſuch 
7 Goods in the Auſtria Netherlands as are fo abſu- 
$ lutely deſtruftive to her own Commerce. 


But this Wuflering up of the articular Spe- 
cies of Merchandize, which © the Brabanters take 
at preſent from the Dutch, 1s not only to let 
2 a the Emperor know how much Money goes 
every Year out of his Dominions upon that Ac- 
count, and to tell him that they hope to make 
= ſuch a Profit by the Company, as may counter- 
3 Tren that Loſs for the future, but to inſinu- 
ds, ate likewiſe (en paſſant) to his Imperial Majeſty 
3 
; chat if he continues his Protection to them they 
The 4 will, by Degrees, be in a Condition not o 
to furniſh themſelves with moſt of thoſe Com- 
<=" z modities, but to have even to ſpare for Foreign 
Markets. Sir, I dare boldly affirm this to be 


4 the true meaning of that Paragraph in the Re- 
o monſtrance, which they durſt not expreſs in 


By = plainer Terms for fear of leaving no room for 
their Friends in England to act for them un- 
derhand. Whatever Moderation, the Hemings 
3 | pretend at preſent in their Deſigns, you wall, to 


my 
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my certain e very ſoon ſee a confider: | ? 
able Colony ot them eſtabliſhed in the We. 2 


Indies; they likewite intend to attempt a Fiſhe: 
ry, and to come in for a ſhare with us in the 


er Cloth, but they hope to come ſo near it, 
as, with the King of Portugal's Protection and 


Friendihip in the Caſe, to attempt the Trade F 


with >uccels. 


But ſtill there are ſome People, who tum 2. 
ſtrange way of thinking, and want of one 


Woollen Manuiacture - Trade to Portugal. 
mult confeſs they are modeſt enough not to ex- 
Peck to equal Great Britain, in the fineneſs of 


8 5 
. 
* 24 
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of the Directors, maintain that the Eaſt India | 


Trade, carried on by private Adventurers from 


Oſtend, would be more prejudicial to England and % 


Holland, than when managed by a Company's 
which muſt, by a multitude of Officers and 


Servants, always be ſubject to a great many Ex- | 2 
pences and Disburſmeiits, as well as Frauds, that I 


particular Adventurers would not be expoſed to. 
Were this true, as it is not, it would make no- 
thing to the Purpoſe; for all Companies that 
have no Right, as well as private Adventurers, 
ought to be debarred from Trading to the In- 
dies : But to try the Force of this Argument, 


it ought to be conſidered that the O&roy has, | f 


with the utmoſt Care and Precaution, not oni 
provided againſt any poſſibility of Abuſe in the 


Management, either in the Directors themſelves . 


or their Under Officers, but has alſo given the 
Company all manner of Encouragement that could 
be tnought of. There are but ſeven Directors, 
whoſe Sallaries, taken altogether, amount but to 

Twenty 
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Veſt- Twenty Eight Thouſand Florins a Year, and I 


am pretty lure that the reſt of the home Man- 


Eight Thouſand Florins more: Thus the 


ex- Whole Expence of Sallaries and Contingencies 


of falls under fix Thouſand Pounds a Year or 
r It; 
and 
rade 

aalways ready to bleed a Man's Pockets upon ſuch 
Occaſions) uſed to receive from the private 
Adventurers for Permiſſion and Paſports for the 
Ships they fitted out. This Article alone, upon 
à fair Enquiry, would be found to amount tb 
much more than the Company's Expences at 
home. As < 5 : 


thereabouts 3 againſt which it is but reaſonable 


to confider what Gifts and Preſents Miniſters 
of State, Courtiers and other People (who are 


The Choice of che preſent Directors has al- 


ſo been another mighty Advantage to the Com- 


7 


pany in its Infancy. As they are all of them 
Men of great Capitals, and greater Integrity, 
and are to continue for a Term of Years, they 
are under no Temptation or Neceſſity to en- 
rich themſelves at the Expence of the Proprie- 
tors, which has been the Misfortune of moſt 
Company's in the Beginning. The Butcher, 
Baker, Brewer and other Tradeſmen will farniſh 
Proviſions and all ſorts of Materials, one or 
two per Cent. cheaper to them, than to other 


PFerſons, for the ſake of being conſtantly employ- 


ed, (an Encouragement which private Adven- 
turers could never aſſure them of) And it is 


well known that the three Ships ſent from O- 
ſtend to India and China laſt Spring, were Equip- 


Fe 
#2 


At -\ 
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ed and Armed out conſiderably cheaper, both 
NE SEE in 
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n reſpett to Wages and Victualling, than either 


_ ithe Engliſb or any private Adventurer's ever were- 
By ſuch Frugality and Oeconomy if they are tuf- 
fered to go on, they cannot but ſucceed, and con- 


ſequently will be able to underſell both Eng liſ 


and Dutch, in any Market in Europe. There is 


no extravagant Privilege allowed to the Officers 
and Seamen on Board their Ships: Ihe Cap- 
tains and Chief ſuper Cargoes themſelves, are 


each allowed but a Cheft of Six Foot long, Three 


Foot broad, and Three Foot deep; ſo that as 


the Proprietors are at all the Expence, they 
will receive all the Profit : And thus by increa- 


ſing their Capital, by the Returns of their Trade - 
(the Dividend being in the Power and Difcre- 
tion of the Directors from five Years to five 


Years) they may in time be able to form more 
Projects for encroaching upon ſeveral other Bran- 
ches. of our Commerce, which is worth reſcuing 
and preſerving from ſo ominous an Invader, let 
the Terms be 'never ſo hazardous. 


But that Britons, may ſtill have clearer Idea 


of the Dangers with which they are threatened 
by this Company, let them reflect upon the 
mighty Figure the United Provinces make at 


_" 


preſent, not only in Europe, but all over the 


World: Let them look upon the vaſt Acquiſiti- 
ons of this prodigious Commonwealth in all 
Parts of the Globe, and then let them con- 
template the Difficulties ſhe had to ſtruggle with 
in the Beginning. When they do ſo, they will 
find all this Grandeur, all this Power the mere 


Conſequence of an inſurmountable Courage, an 
indefatigable Induſtry, and a ſtrict Probity in their 
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Dealings. When the Dutch threw off the 
Duke of Alva's Yoke to aſſert the glori- 
ous Cauſe. of Liberty, and to become the 
Progenitors of Free-Men, they had all the 
Diſadvantages, all the Diſcouragements to la- 
bour againſt, that any Nation or People ever 
met with. They were continually haraiſed to 
defend their Country and their Liberties, from 
the perpetual Attacks of two dreadful and 
mercileſs Enemies, an encroaching and de- 
vouring Sea on the one fide, and the Rage 
and Ambition of the greateſt and moſt pow- 
eerful Monarch then in Europe on the other; 
yet notwithſtanding all theſe Difficulties they 
carried their Point; and in ſpight of all 
Philip the Second's Armies, and of all his 
old experienced Generals and Officers, (Men 
always uſed to Succeſs and Victory upon e- 
very other Occaſion) they not only maintai- 
ned and fecured their Liberties, but allo eſta- 
bliſhed a Commerce to almoſt all Parts oc 
the Earth, in the midſt of the Clamour 
and Confuſion of that long and dreadin! 
War. | | | 88 


. If the Dutch ſurmounted all oppoſition, and 
Performed ſuch Miracles in ſuch aſtonithing Cir- 
cCumſtances, we ought reaionably to apprehend 
that the Flemings may tread in their ſteps in re- 
ſpect to Navigation and Commerce. Tie Flemings 
are a brave, induſtcious, frugal, honeſt People, 
and inſtead of thoſe Obſtacles Which the Dutch 
met with, they have the Protection of their Prince 
and are ſupported by his Miniſters. They are in 
the peaceable Poſſeſſion of Three Harbours, which 
5 22 icy 


2 
28. 
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they reſolve to clear and improve to the beſt 
Advantage, and for ther Encouragement the Em- 
peror allows, and appropriates part of the Duties 
ariſing to him by their own Commerce to that 
very uſe. Theſe are Encouragements which in 
time may render them no deſpicable Confederates 
to England's Enemie 
their Lord. It is not only very poſſible but very 
probable that there may. come a time when -the 
Auſtrian Netherlands may be in an Intereſt very © 
oppoſite to that of Great- Britain; but it muſt be 
the fault of Britons themſelves if ever the United 
Provinces are ſo, Wherefore I humbly preſume 
that it would be a great Error in Politicks to ſuffer 
the Flemings to grow Rich and Powerful by ſuch = 
means, as muſt at courſe in a few Years impove- 
riſh Great-Britain and Holland, and perhaps reduce 
them to depend for Aſſiſtance and Protection upon 


thoſe very Powers which they have ſo long pro- 
- tetted and ſupported. I could puſh this Argu- 
ment much further, but I wave it for. Reaſons 


which you will eaſily perceive, and I hope will 7 
approve. „ 5 


That Britons cannot keep too watchful an Eye 
on their Commerce at this Time, I appeal to the 
Proceedings of the. Flemings themſelves, who ate 
now ftriving to bring a Project to bear, which if 
ſucceſsful, will in all probability prove fatal in a 
few Years to the Repoſe of Great-Bitain. and the 
ſecurity of his Majeſty's Family; and to which 
their late Remonſtrance is but an Introduction. 

They have made no ſcruple upon ſeveral Oc- 
caſions, to tell the World that their Sove- 


reign neither could nor can make any Treaties | 


s, ſhould they ever change 


b (37) 
© with Foreign Princes preji judicial to their civil 
Rights,” founded, as they ſay, upon the uni- 


Vverſal Law of Nations, as wel as their own 
2 and Cuſtoms, nor is obliged to ſtand 


ro any ſuch” Treaties made by his Predeceſſors. 
But Sir, What a Confuſion would this Argu- 
* * ment, which has deep and dangerous Views, 
produce in the Affairs of Europe, ſhould it 
once gain Ground? There is not a Prince, if 
F He has a mind to quartel with his Neighbour, 
but can find Engines enough to animate and 
ſtir up his Subjects to cry out and exclaim againit 
e 4 the laſt Treaty, as injurious to their civil Rights 
er and the Honour of their Country. This would 
h quickly render all Treaties as precarious as the 
2 
e 


Wee 


Treaty of Madrid proved, between the Em- 

1 peror Charles the Fifth, and King Francis the 

Firſt of France, and make it almoſt impoſſible 

— for Princes to treat with one another ior the 

u- 1 future, but in ſuch Terms and Forms as muſt 
s by Degrees ſtrip them of their ſovereignty 

Wl 7 and: render them ſub ject to their People. 


If the Netherlanders are ſuffer d to go on un- 


'e moleſted in their Projects three or four Years 
le longer, they will have ſettled their Company 


re and eftablith'd their Commerce in ſuch a man- 

if ner, as to encourage the People by the Returns , 
a of their Trade, the Indolence of Great-Britain, 

je and the ſucceſs 'of this firſt Undertaking, to en- 

h der heartily and unanimouſly into all Frojects 
n, 2 
wy 

Do 

es 


and Enterpriſes that may have any appear- 
ance of encreaſing the Commerce and Riches 
of their Country. And if they ſucceed in 


3 in their Endeavours to ſurprize the Britiſh 
1 | Manſtry 


. 
” 


Miniſtey into their Intereſt, by meaſures, which 
might look like ill nature and Revenge in me 
to mention, aſter the Quarrel 1 have had wich 


Mr. Walpole, they will ſoon take on the mask, 
and attempt to open the Navigation o the 
Schelde, let the Undertaking be ever ſo diffi- 
cult, and the Danger and Expence ever ſo 
5 They are now preparing as good rea- 
ons to produce for it, as any they nave yet 
given for carrying on a Trade to India, and 


tare ready to tell the Emperor that he is un- 
der equal Obligations to ſupport and protec 
them in both, ſince both tend to eſtabliih his 

855 and faithful Subjects in the exerciſe of a 
ight due to them by che Law of Nature | 
and Nations, and confirmed to them by the 


13. Article of his Majeſty s joyful Entry ; (as 


they expreſs it in their Remonſtrance) which 
Right they ſay they have never renqunced. 


As theſe Words carry in them a very ex- 
tenfive Meaning, there is no doubt, Sir, but 


they will employ your Thoughts : By them 
the Brabanters have aſſumed to themlelves a 


Power and a Right to examine all Treaties 


Arms in defence of their Liberties : There is 
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made with the Dutch ſince they firſt took up 


not an Article in any of thaſe Treaties that 
ſtands in the way of the Views and Deſigns 
of the Auſtrian Netherlands, or ſerves as a ſe- 


curity for the Commerce of the United Pro- 


vinces, but what the Brabanters will immedi- 


ately interpret to be an encroachment upon that 


Civil Right of theirs, which they aflert they 
have neither renounced, nor their Princes had 


any power to give away by any Treaty, or 
5 | | upon 


— . 
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8 ( 39 ) 
upon any Account whatſoever. That being done, 
me " ahd all Things ready, ſhould there be occaſion 
ich for even Ten Millions ot Florins, that Sum, as 
© _%onfiderable as it is, would quickly be raiſed, 
and offered as invinſible Perſwaſives to the Em- 
„ Peror s Minifters, to repreſent to his Imperial 
ſo Majeſty the juſtice and reaſonableneſs of his 
Subjects Complaints „ and the Obligations he 


Ca- 5 

= Lies . in Honour and Conſcience, to relieve 
ad and redreſs them. Money will never be want- 
* Eos, nor People to receive it upon Occaſian ; 


c and, whatever Notions ſome Men artfully pre- 
1 Nernd to have to the contrary, Antwerp, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Diſcouragements it has ſo long 
labour d under, to Trade, is ſtill one of the rich- 
- eſt Cities in Europe, and both able and willing 
a to contribute vaſt Sums towards the carrying on 
-4 any Enterprize, that may make her once again 

the Center of the Netherland Commerce, elpe- 


© | 8 cially when the Advanta ges of the Trade to In- 
ac 8 dia and China are added to it. 
i Sir, you know ſo well what the Conſe-" 


es quence of ſuch a Step would be, that I need 
5 1 not enlarge upon it: The Dutch would quickly 
P feel the Effects of 10 fatal a Change: The Com- 


I merce and Riches of one of the Bulwarks of the 


ic 1 Proteſtant Intereſt would be thereby transferred to 
4 -* augment the Strength of a Roman Catholick State. Leſs 
3 9 Beginnings have laid the Foundation of mighty 
Empires and deſtroyed others, and thoſe active 


t 1938 may not be the worſt Politicians in the 
World, who have been ſo long labouring to 


1 | fide his Imperial Majeſty, that to reduce 
1 Þ# the D 

die Dutch to Teryss of ſubmitting to his Govern- 
1 ment 
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ment, by drawing all their Trade to bis Auſtrian © 


Netherlands, would be .a valuable conſideration for 


ſurrendering to Spain his precarious Tenure of Na- 


ples and Sicily. 
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Injuſtice of this Undertaking, as well as of the 


Danger with which it threatens the Britiſh 


Commerce, I ſhall now humbly venture to pro- 
poſe the Means to ſecure Great Britain from the 
latent Deſigns of the Netberlanders; arid her o- 
ther ſecret Enemies, and to give the Imperial 
Miniſtry juſter Ideas of their Maſter's Intereſt, and 
the Faith they owe to Treaties. 


Were the Auſtrian Netherlands bleſſed with 


the like Productions and Objects of Commerce © 


that Frauce is, they might have ſomewhat more 
Reaſon for talking and atting ſo en Maitre as 
they are inſtructed to do. Wine, Oil and Fruit 
were made for the Service and Comfort of 
Mankind, and that Country which is ſo hap- 
py as to produce them, will never want a 
Market to ſend them to; but why ſo much of 
the Money of Great Britain ſhould be carried e- 
very Year to Flanders, to purchaſe ſuch prodigi- 
ous . Quantities of Uleleſs Linnen and Lace, why 
we ſhould take her Manufactures, which we can 
very well be without, when ſhe flights and re- 
fuſes Ours, is what deſerves the Confideration of 
every honeſt Briton. Scotland and Hreland if en- 
couraged, as in Juſtice and good Policy they 
ought to be, would very ſoon be able to furniſh 
England with ſufficient Quantities of both, and 
for the Curious, the Dutch can continue to ſup- 
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"by them at preſent. The Brabazters ſtand in 
an © need of Spices, Druggs, Sugars, Salt, and Fiſh 
be | both freſh and 1alted, and which no other Na- 
4 tion can ſo eaſily ſupply them with as the Dutch, 
yet they very boldly deſire the Emperor to give 
his Miniſter, Plenipotentiary at Bruſſels, power to 
break off all manner of Trade and Commerce 
he with the Subjects of the States General, in caſe 
ſb they ſhould attempt to give any Diſturbance to 


er 


o- 4 their new Company: And ſurely . Britons will not 
XN ſhew leſs Relolution, when the'r Intereſt and 
o- Selt-Preſervation ſo loudly calls upon them to ex- 
al ert themſelves, which tney can do, without fall- 


3 ing under any of thoſe Inconveniencies the Bra- 

banters cannot avoid, by ceaſing to Trade with 
„ Holland and Zeland. Spain has, not long ſince, 
h forbid the wearing of Fan lers Lace, chough the 
Flemings take every Year gceat Quantities 0: hec 
Productions, as Oranges, Lemons, Figgs, Rai- 
s "fins, Wine, Oyl, Olives, Salt, Wool, &c. And 
it »-T believe when Things come to be fairly un- 
Ff Lerttood- Great Britain will be found to have 
5 much more reaſon to do the like, and to Pro- 
4 - hibic their Linnen allo. 


» By this I don't preſume to give my Opinion 
3 ie that it would be fo: the Intereſt of 
E \ Great Britain to break olf all manner of Com- 
merce with the Auſtrian Netherlands, but I think 
| 11 may venture to ſay, That Trade wants to be 
5 put under à better Regulation than it is at preſent, 
even thongh tne Trade to India were not in 
4 diſpute : : The doing 10 would quickly make the 
Fleming: and B abinters very weary 0: their India 


Company, and I can aſſure you upon my own 
| | Know- | 
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Knowledge, that it is what the moſt underſtand - 

Merchants amongſt them apprehend and 
ad irc much. 
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An ny humble Opinion, which 1 ſhall always 4 
' ſubmit to yours, if ſome fuch Methods as theſe A 
were fixed upon, and executed with the diſin- 
tereſted Vigour and Reſolution becoming a Bi. 
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21% Miniſtry, the Flemings and Brabanters, would 
4 ay payed . Remonſtrances and Supplic ations 
to the Emperor, to break the Odroy, as they now 
| d o to ſupport : it 8 For, ſhould they loſe their 


could neither ſubſiſt, nor wait the ripening of 
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: But ſome. People, through a timerous Diſpoſi- ; 


1 tion, ſome through Compiailance o the Em- 
peror, and a View to their on private Intereſt, 


2 


- © ſome through Hatred and Splecn to the Dutch, 


for the Aſliſtance they gave King WILLIAM, 


in the Year Eighty Eight, and the Reauineſs and 
good their Engagements to Jus preſent Majeſty 
and Great Britain, in the troubleſome Years 1715 


and 1719, and ſome through a moſt refined 
and dangerous Policy to the State (which J 
* hall take notice upon a proper Occaſion) cry 
out that the Nation, by an Act of Parliament, 
% buaas already done it's Part, and that there re- 
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a downright War with the Emperor, which, 


mains nothing more, except it be to enter into 


3 they ſay, they are not obliged to do, to pro- 


"W i 
tray and ſacrifiſe the Honour and Intereſt of 
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gmote the Intereſt of the Dutch. Thus do his 
2 Majeſty's and the Nation's ſecret Enemies make 


U ſe ot ſeveral Stratagems and Arguments to be- 


— 


I hope, Sir, I have already ſufficiently proved 
that the Intereſt of the United Provinces, is, 
in this Caſe, inſeparable from that of Grea 
not proved it, I am ready 
>" to 


— 


— — 
— — 2 rr 2 
— —ů —ͤ pH 


to do it whenever Iam allowed a fair Oppor? 
tunity for, a great many Things may be pro- 
per to be ſpoken, that are not to be committed 
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to Writing, eſpecrally when one cannot entirely de- 
pend uyor the Fidelity, Honour, and Generoſity of 
every Man who'e Station and Function in a Mi- 
n ſtiy entitles lim to have a fight of what is 
mvitten. | have not on'y been long enough 
abroad, but have had hkewiſe Opportunities 
enough, to know what hopes, and expectations bk 
Gr . Brita r', Enemie; entertain from the Su- 
ces or this Company : And, I believe, from 
the Knowledge you have had of me, and the 
good Opinion you were plealed to expreſs of 
my P when I declined the generous Offer 
you made me in Paris, of in erceding for a Pri- 
vy Seal for me to return home, you will allow 3 


ments, that the Britiſh Miniſters had already ſent 
private Aſſurances to the Court of Vienna, that 
they intended to give no material Obſtruction 3 
to the Affair in Queſtion; tho' to pieaſe and 
amule the People they were obliged to make 
as much Noiſe about it as their Neighbours: I _ 
cannot deny but that ſeveral Circumſtances in the 7 
Miniſtry's Proceedings ſeems to give a Sanction 
to this Report, and the Netberlanders by their 
Conduct 


up 


$ 
5 


Conduct give them all the Room in the World 
o- to exert themſelves in their favour. Taey 
ed have refuſed ſeveral Britiſh Subjects of known 
le- Merit and Abilities, who (notw'riftanding tlie 
Act of Parliament) offer d to go to India ei- 
fi- cher as Captains or Super-Car;.0s ; and tnis 

they have done either to ihowW Britons how 
gh little they value their Service or Aſſiſtance, or 
ies (as 1 have already hinted) by ſo cau: ous a 
ns Proceeding artfully to avoid the Clamour of 
true Britſh Patriots againſt them, and to g e 
their Friends in Britain the better opportunity ie- 
he IF cretly to ſuſtain and aſſiſt them. 


3 ; 
8 
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= Were the Cardinal Dubois now alive I would 
lay ſomething, which his Death prevails upon 
me at preſent to conceal; the vey Lay I 
left Paris, he was called away to give up his 
black Accounts, and that accident, as oon 
gas I heard of it, obliged me to alter my Mea- 
'S 2 ſures; but however I cannot deer any lon- 
ger doing Juſtice to that great Patriot Sir Robert 
Sutton; the Cardinal aiter having uled all liis 
Arts and Fineſſes with him, found him of too 
inflexible an Integrity in the ſervice o his Com- 
try, and too great a judge of the true Inte- 
reſt of Britain either to be over-ceached, or mc- 
3 prized into his Eminency's Meaſures, or in the 
2 leaſt to connive at them, and for that vey rea- 
ſon, and no other, he muſt be removed at 
any rate: That crafty inhuman M uniſter iet 
his Engines to work, and Sir Robert was not 
only recalled from his Embaſſy in France, but 
when there were ſome Thoughts afterwards of 
making him Secretary of State, he mils'd o that 
Employment 


Ee 
Employment alſo for the ſame Reaſon that hy | 
let Paris: That is becauſe he was too ho- 
neſt a Man, and too much an Erglybman for 
the Cardinal to have any thing to do with 
him: li any one Man of Conſequence and 
Character, pleaſes to diſpute the Truth of 
this Aftertion, I will undertake to demon- 
ſtrate it as fairly, and as undeniab Y, as any N 


thing of this Nature can bear a Demonſtra- 


tion. It is not, Sir, to revenge my ſelf on 
the Cardinal's Memory for the crying inſu- 
ſtice he did me, that I publiſn this Tranſa- 
&ion, but merely to obey ny Conſcience, which 
calls upon me to make Sir Robert a reparation 
for the Injury I have done lim by concealing it 
16 long. Nor do I mean in the leaft to glance 
any Reflection at the French Nation; the In- 
juſtice of my Enemies, and the ſtupid Ingratitude 
of ſome Men who ought to have been my 
Friends, have engaged my eternal Obligations 
to that Country for the fake of ſome few illu- 
ſtrious Perſons in it; and as far as it is 
compatible with the Safety, Honcur, and In- 
tereſt of Britain, I ſhall always with for tlie 
Proſperity and Happineſs of France. The Car- 
dinal's Memory is as odious amongſt all true 
Frenchmen, as amongſt the reſt of Mankind, 
and he that had no Bowels for Lis own Coun- 
try, but facrifiſed her to his Ambition in the 
Ruin of Mr. Law, who then ſtood in his 
way to be firſt Minifter, would make. no ſcruple 


to break his Word with Great-Brit ain, when- 


ever he found his Account in it, or to ruin 


a Britiſh Miniſter that was active and vi- 


gilant 
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3 gilant for the Honour and Intereſt of his Couri- 


the moſt effectual Means to inſlave Europe and ruin 


It muſt be allowed, that thoſe baſe Paſſi- 


ons, Avarice and Hatred, make ſtrong Impreſ- 
ſions upon the Men who are ſo unhappy as 
to be lubject to them, and upon all Occaſi- 


ons not only turniſh very plauſible Arguments 
to ſupport whatever they inſtigate, but prove 
highly dangerous to a Commonwealth whenever 


Eloquent Mouth and a corrupt Heart, where 
they meet together in ſuch a Perſon, are the 
greateſt - Plague that any Nation ever was curs'd 
with, of which the Roman Hiſtory furniſhes 


us with a moſt melancholly and memorable Ex- 


Co 
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umple, and which, in my humble Opinion, 
painted by a Maſterly hand on the Cieling 
oi the Houſe of Commons juſt before the 


: | Speaker's Chair, would be of infinite ule to 


Britain 
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Britain for the future; at the ſame time that it 
Would ſtrike a damp i into the Soul of every au- 
dacious, Mercenary, or revengeful Man, it fi 
would be a great Encouragement to Virtue, and 4 c 
give a conſcious Pleaſure to thoſe honeſt Gentle- | 
men, whole Tongues, were never proſtituted to 
ſervile Ends, or employed in that illuſtrious A1. 0 
ſembly but or the ſervice o: their Country, by * 
daily viewing themſelves in a Light ſo oppoſite 
to that of the Traytor there repreſented. When 


* — 
7 
cot hk 


all the Power of Rome could not withſtand the 


Arms of Carthage, one voluble Villain in the Car- 


thaginian Senate did the Work, and out of Ma- 


| gained a great deal of ground amongſt the un- 


earn the Penſions and Bribes which it very proba- 


* 


lice to Hannibal, and Envy and Hatred to his 
Virtues and Merit, brought on the Ruin and | 
Deſtruction of * Country. I could produce 
ſome Inſtances in our own Hiſtory that England y 
has been very oiten in danger of running the "i 
ſame Fate of Carthage by the ſame ſort of diſho- | 2 
neft Practices, but God forbid that it ſhould | 24 
ever be her Caſe again]! And if this Affair of 
the Netherland Company ſhould once more fall 1 
under the Conſideration of a Britiſh Parliament, 
I hope we ſhall neither find a Hanno there, 2 
nor hear of any more falſe Reports made upon | 4 i 
matter of Fact to the Honourable Houſe of | 
Commons. | & 


Ihe various Reflections a Man cannot avoid | | 
making upon ſo copious a Subject, had like to 
have made me forget two Arguments which have 3 


thinking Part of Britons. The Enemies to our 
Co: -ftitucion, under a mask of Friendſhip, and to 


ble 
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ple they receive from abroad, argue that the 
Wnoſt effectual way to ruin tiie Qſtezde Company 
4 3 ould be to leave it to its own Management for 
it Rive or fix Years, for ſay, they, in that time it 
d cannot fail to deſtroy itſelf. But why have not 
e Y the Dutch and Engliſh Companies deſtroyed them- 
o elves ? There never was greater Probity in 
i-| 1 eir Management than is viſible in the Flemiſh 
M : Company, for their Directors have not yet 
te called in all the Money upon the Subſcriptions, ei- 
n ther to employ it to their own private Advantage, 
e or to let it lye ruſting in the Company's Coffers. 
- But 1 have already ſaid enough on this Head. 
4. 4 To let the Company go on unmoleſted five or 
is Sx Years longer would be to confeſs a Right in 
1d | to trade to India and China, and it might 
ce then be too late to revive the Diſpute : : When 
7 4 ou have let them eftabliſh and fortify them- 
he "Þlves in the Eaſt and Weſt-Indies (a thing which 
> bo private Adventurer could ever pretend to 
4 1 t ink of) it may not then be an eaſy matter to 
Has them, and they may by that time 

1 fake ſnch Meafures both at home and abroad, 
at, Js to put it out of your Power to do it. The 
re, ext Argument is alſo to ' lull your Apprehen- 
on 1 ions aſleep : They tell you that this Compa- 
of i 4 is only a Stratagem in the Emperor's Miniſters 
% get a good large Sum of Money into their 
Hands by ſeizing it's Effects when all the Pay- 
id ents are made. But his Imperial Majeſty's per- 
to nal Juſtice and Probity are too well known 
ve For this Inſinuation to gain any Credit among 
n- Men of Senſe, and I with that Britons may 
ur Wot ſuffer themſelves to he amuſed by either ot 
to hee Arguments, which mean nothing more 
A- *G ng than 
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than to wheedle them into a neglect of t eir 
own lntereſt. „ ren 7 


« 
* 
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If Trade has always been efteemed the Vitals of 

Great-Britain and the United Provinces, and they * 

” the Bulwarks of the Proteſtant Religion and the 
— Liberties of Europe, your Enemies can never hit 
upon a more. ingenious, or more effectual Method 
to deſtroy you than by ſapping and under- 
mining it; nor Britous ever have more rea- 
ſon than at preſent to be upon their Guard 
againſt ſuch crafty Attempts. While Britain 
preſeries her Trade free from Encroach- 
ments, her Independency on the reſt of 
Furope is indiſputable : But ſhould her Mi- 
niſtry, through Weakneſs, or any private Con- 
ſiderations, or through (what has ever been 
the Bane of the Subject) Reaſons of State, 
permit or connive at any Eſtabliſhments a- 
mongſt her Neighbours, which may inter- 
fere with, or diminiſh her own Commerce, 
ſhe may from that Moment conclude her- 
ſelf loſt. Private Conſiderations may one day 
or other make thoſe Neighbours her Ene- 
mi s, and as they encreaſe in ſhipping and 2 
Seamen, ſhe will, in proportion, decreaſe in 
| both: Trade will take another Courſe, her 
[ Man ufactures will be at a ſtand; and her 
1 Alrtificers and Tradeſmen famiſhed for want 
= ot Employment: Nothing leſs than a general 
1 | Convulſion will ſeize the whole Conſtitution, * 
1 and Britoys muſt then become a Prey to 
Wo PForeigners, and be ftripp'd of that Liberty 
1 and Property, for which their Anceſtors 
#7 | | +4 8 N a. ſo 
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F Were it not that: Courts and Miaiftries bun 
ſometimes Views and Intereſts directiy oppoſite 


* to the Publick-Good, and Welfare of the People, 
J E and Emp = could hardly ever come 
ut to decay, or be opprel: wag their Neighbours. 
d | 1 we trace the dowufal f Empi Pires, and the 


Revolutions which have hdppen'd 5 in the greateſt 
Monarchies in the World, we ſhall find them in 
a | the main owing either to Tyranny or Imbeci- 
* 4 4. li in the Prince, or to Avarice or Corrupti- 
h. don in the Mniſter. Where there is a Prince 
of : ho makes the welfare of his People his pecu- 
i- Z liar Care, or a Miniſter, who, without any Mer- 


n- 5 cenary Aims , equally ſtudies the Honour of 
en bis Sovereign, and the Interelt of his Country, 
te, ſuch a Nation may be truly faid to be Happy, 


and may deſpiſe the Attempts and Intreagues or 
her Enemies. The immortal Walſingham, is a 
> glorious Pattern of Probity in this kind, for all 
Miniſters of State to follow, and his Great Mi- 
ttrels will ftand to the lateſt Ages a ſhining 
4 Example of all thoſe Royal Vertues which gain 
d Princes the Affections of their Subjects. Inſtead 
of enriching his Relations, and heaping up im- 
menſe Treaſures for his Family, at the Expence 
F of his fellow Subjects, this Sincere Upright Mini- 
ſter ſpent his own Fortune in the Service of 
his 8 and Country; and tho' he built no 
„ Pallaces to leave Monuments to Poſterity of his 
Power and Greatneſs, yet his Memory ſmells 
ſweet in the Noſtrils of all Honeſt Ezxzliſh Men. 
A this good Patriot and faithful Servant had 
1 G 2 mg 


+ 


"Oy EO 


no intereſted Views of his own to | purſue, no | 


Vanity to be cajoled and flattered by Faroe 7 , 
Courts, his Miftre's and his Country were well I 1 F 
ſerved ; The Ezgliſh Name and Arms were then 
revered and SEAS by all Europe: Spain trem- |} 
bled 3 France courted her Friendſhip ; and the 
| Dutch found the Benefit of her Aſſiſtance. Such 


were the Bleſſings of that glorious Reign; 


ſuch the Effects of that honeſt - Adminiſtration, ® 
which has been ſo faithfully and. fo happily 1 


Copied by che late Earls of Godolphiz and Stap- 
hope! 


As I hope, Sir, I have faceonied in my Duti- 
ful and Honeſt Endeavours to ſhew you the 


Injuftice of the Imperial Miniſters in the Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Netherland Company: The en- 
ormous Abuſes in carrying on the Trade at 


preſent betwixt London and Oftend, by the 
Yearly lo.s of our Specie, and the great Das 
mage done by it to our own Eaſt India Come 
pany and the fair Trader ; and laſtly the Meang 9 
citettually to preſent thoſe Abuſes and Damages, 


I ſhall humbly beg leave to examine a few 


Points which here naturally preſent themſelves F 


to View. 


It will perhaps be objetted, that though what 
I have offered, be rcaſonable enough in it ſelf, 
yet all Circumſtances conſidered, the Means pro- 
poſed are no way practicable. Firſt, Becauſe 
while there is a Pretender to his Majelty's 


Crowys and Kingdoms, it is neither prudent 


nor ſafe to provoke any ol his Neighbours, eſ- 


x”. 
"3: 7 
* 5 
Pe 
233 
AN * 
q 0 
WY 7 
y 1 5 
3 1 
289 
8 
4 
none: 


85 


- 5 225 1 $ 25 * 2; 9 8 * INE. WY * 2 2 _—_— R a 
- £ 9 * 
#2 . : 5 o - 
94 p 8 FED . 1 
- MN y 
1 0 
d — * 
. F d 3 
7 * 75 
4 . 
: 1 
* 
* 


pecially ſo nean and ſo powerful an one as the 

X Emperor, who might thereupon take the Che- 
XZ wakey into his Protection. And Secondly, His 
Imperial Majeſty has ſo vften and fo ſolemnly 
gien his Word to the Brabanters and Flem- 
ings to ſtand by and ſupport his OGroy, that 
he cannot in Honour recede from it; conſe- 
XZ quently that it would be unreaſonable, unjuſt, 
and cruel in Great Britain to preſs him to do 
it: Since it is equal to her whether the 
Dutch or the Flemings bring home thoſe Eaſ 
India Goods with which ſo great a part of the 
North is ſupplied. . 


he As to the firſt Objettion, it is ſo poor and 
a- lo pitiful an one, that I would not have tak- 
N- > en Notice of it, had I not. often heard it uſed 
at with wonderful Approbation and Succeſs: If any 
he Maritime Prince in the North is dilobliged, then 
a- immediately his Minifters mumble between their 
Ne Teeth, Bremen and Verden and the Chevalier, 
ns with a great many broken Speeches and Sen- 
s, tentious Hints, accompanied with a Multi- 
W | tude of Winks and Nodds : If any thing politick 
es ought to be undertaken for the preſervation 

of our Britiſh Commerce, or the Honour and 

# Intereſt of the Nation, then the Chevalier 
is lugg'd in by Head and Shoulders to pre- 
vent it, and the People are filled with dread- 
ful Apprehenſions of his coming: But if any 
new fangled Project or Attempt is ſet on 
# Foot that can really provoke an old Friend 
= and Ally, or irritate a Neighbour who is ei- 
ther willing or powerful enough by his Si- 
tuation or Strength, to give him a fair 
| | 5 Chance 


1 wy _ 


Chance for . Britiſh | © "REY = all 
Hands to Work + to forward it; then our 


Ears are ſtunn'd oni all ſides with the Noiſe 


dt our Mighty Power; our floating Caſtles, 
che Walls of Great — and Depth of her 
of che Pretender and all Fs q 
realoriable' thinking Man, in Pore of -_ is 4 
Senſes would be apt to | beheve himſelf, once 
again in the Reign of King James the Se- 1 
tond, and to miſtake the the Chevalier for 
that great Hero rhe Prince of O R AN G E. 
But Reſpect and Prudence obliges me to drop 
this Argument, and in the room of it humb- 
ly - to propoſe the following Queries; that you 4 
may fee how far the Methods 1 have propo- 27 
ſed would engage Great Britain in a Quarrel ®* 
with the Emperor, and what the Effects of 
fuch a Quarrel would be. 1 


Whether his Majefty and the Parliament of 4 
Great Britain have not as much Power and | 
as much Reaſon to prohibit any further Com- 
merce with the Auſtrian Netherlands, or to lay 
the Trade thither under the Reſtrictions and 
Regulations I have mentioned, as the Emperor 
Has to forbid his Subjects to Trade with the 
Dutch, if they will not ſubmit to the Encroach- 
ments made upon then ? 


Hor foe a proceeding can lead them into 
a War with- the Emperor: Or how he can 
take it ill, that Great Britain ſhould upon oc- 
caſion take Example from the Advice the wm 1 

2 O01 
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ue, bag given his Imperial Maj jeſty 


6 
their 
e 


: 4 11 the. Emperor ſhould take it ill, what 
37 Advantage can he propoſe by it, or what 
Succeſs can he hope for in a War with 
1 ö Great Britain, which it is much more her 
er to begin, than 85 to ee Her 
% it? 


Whether the fine Fleet that Helped to 
1 Conquer and Defend Naples and Sicily tor his 

pes Majeſty, might not in Caſe of a 
| 1 War, help the Spaniards to take them from 
bim and re-annex them and the Spaniſh Ne- 
tberlands to the Crown of Spain ? 


Whether ſuppoſing ( what can hardly ever 
be ſuppoſed in this Caſe) if France ſhould 
jide with the Emperor „the changing the 
Succeſſion of that Crown in favour of one of 
7 the Sons of Spain, together with the fore- 

oing Confiderations would not be ſufficient 

otives to his Catholick Majeſty to engage 
heartily in the Intereſt of Great Britain and the 
United Provinces, rather than ſet Neuter, or 
enter into the Emperor s Meaſures, who, in 
fuch Circumſtances, could never hox pe to pur- 
to chaſe his Friendſhip, againſt England and Hol- 
in land, but by giving up Naples, Sicily, and the 
c- Milaneze and the expaſing Sardinia to a Con- 
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Whether 
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| Whether Policy da Sdfpreſervaton: would | 
not oblige moſt of the Princes of the Em- 
pire to enter into a League - uu Great Bri- 8 
tain, and "Holland ? | i, | | 


Whether in Caſe of a ene between the A 
maritime Powers and the Emperor, the Turk 
would not very ſoon find the way once a- 
gan into Hungary 7 Az 


Whether the 8 if he ſaw Great Bri- 


tain really in earneſt, would venture upon ſo 


_ deſperate an Undertaking, which - muſt for e- 


ver after render the Houſe of Auſtria a De- 


pendant upon the Le and e of : ; 
the Houle of Bourbon? 3 


Whether the Prince, ; wha ſo wil ely Con- 2 
ducts the Affairs of France, would, by ſiding 
with the Emperor, in Defence of an Under- 
taking, which France has already taken Um- 
brage at, be ſo unjuſt to his own Intereſt and 
Family, as to hazard the Chance he has to 
ſucceed to the Grown, by provoking the two 
Maritime Powers who are the beſt Guaran- 
tees of the Succeſſion ſettled by the Treaty of 
Utrecht? | | I 


Sir, I believe theſe Queries are ſufficient to 
ſhew that his M ajeſty would have nothing to 
apprehend from = Chevalier through any PAſ- 
ſiſtance the Emperor might be diſpoſed to 
give him. His Imperial Majeſty has no Fleet 
at preſent, nor can he ever have any except 

Gre 


. 


IT Great: Britain impolitickly permits him, and un- 
l that happens (which is probable enough it 


may )- or that he can find out the Secret to 
ſend an Army over upon the Clouds, there 
is nothing to be feared from that Quarter. 


8 I remember, that when E had the Honour to 


pay my Duty to you in Paris, near ſeven. 
Years ago, the Chevalier's Affairs made a part 
of © our: Converſation, and amongſt the many 
Arguments which your Humanity and good 


Nature .. prevailed upon you, to make ule of to 


perſwade me into a Senſe of my own Intereit, 


was no moral Probability that he could ever 
make any thing of his Pretenſions. I muſt 
confeſs, Sir, that I was very much, though not 
altogether, of your Opinion at that time: 
But the Event has fully juſtified your Wiſ- 
dom and Penetration. If his Affairs were ſo 
bad ſo long ago, the moſt unaccountable Man- 
agement of his Miniſters and Agents ever ſince 
have render'd them infinitely worle, and fo 
perplexed them, that as long as you preſerve 


the Friendſhip. of France and Holland, it is im- 


poſſible for him ever to get into England, 


| but by the very ſame ſteps in the Miniſtry, by which 


bis Father was obliged to quit it. 


- The firſt Objection then carrying little or no 
weight with it, I ſhall proceed to the ſecond. 
1 have already proved that it is not equal to 
Britain, whether the Dutch or the Flemings 
bring home thoſe Eaſt India Goods, with which 
ſo great a part of the North is ſupplied, and 
mewn how highly it — Britons not to 

FF. 5 et 


Yet the Auſtrian Netherlands Trade to Indiq: 1 
mall now come à little nearer home, and ſee 
how far King W ILL IAAL's Conduct in 
relation to the Scots Settlement at Darien, ought 
to ſerve as an Example for his Imperial Ma- 
jelly to follow in regard to his Netherland 
Subjects. bo YN IE Ml 


When the Scots. ſettled at Dariem, they had 
not only King WIL EL1A M's Letters Patents 
in the moft ample and authentick Manner that 
could be imagined, but they had allo two Acts 
of Parliament paſſed in Scotland for their Se- 
curity, and all the Encouragement beſides, that 
they could either expect or wiſh for, Which 1 
hope will upon all Occaſions be allowed e- 
qual to his Imperial Majeſty's OdGroy : And 
the Honour and Royal Word of a Britiſh King 
be deemed. as. Sacred and as Inviolable at all 
times as that of any Emperor whatever. | 


Ik) here is, no doubt, but that when Ring 

WILLIAM granted thoſe Letters Patents, 
and paſſed thoſe Acts of Parliament, be was 7 
fully perſwaded that they might do it without | 
any Prejudice to. the Alliance then ſubſiſting 
between him and his Catholick Majefty King 
Charles the ſecond of Spain; but upon the prei- 
fing Remonſtrances of the * Spaxſh Court a- 
gainſt that Undertaking, and the Humble: Ad- 
dreſs of both Houſes of Parliament in Eugland, 
ſhewing' how prejudicial it would be to the 
Engliſh Eaſt India Company, he withdrew | is 
Protection from the Scots. 7 2168 5 
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ſtood in thoſe Days, we ſhall find that the Scotch 
Nation had highly deſerved from King / II. 
LIAM. all che Favqur he could poſſibly ſhew 
Fenn fince it is demonſtrable that he could never 
have kept the Crown of England had they 
continued attached to King James. They ap- 


YZ peared very early for him at the Revolution; 
they had a great ſhare in all his Battles and 


Sieges afterwards z- and manifeſted their Zeal 
and Affection to him upon all Occaſions both 
at home and abroad: But notwithſtanding they 
had ſa much Merit to plead, and that the 
King ſtill ſtood in need of their Allegiance, 
Service, and Aſſiſtance; notwithftanding that 
his Royal Word was engaged to them in the 


moſt ſolemn manner, and that they brought 


the moſt ſolid Reaſons and Arguments to juſti- 
their Undertaking, yet his Majeſty would 
fuffer no further Progrels in an Affair that gave 


Y fch Umbrage to his Allies abroad, and 
Y threatened the Damage of his Engliſn Subjects 


at home. King W ILLI AM was allowed by 
the generality of Mankind to be a Prince of nice 
Honour and inviolable Integrity in all the Ac- 
tions of this Life: And he looked upon the 
withdrawing his Protection from the Scots Com- 


Y pany, © tar from being an Injuſtice, that he 


thought it a piece of Prudence, and a Step ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to prevent a greater Inconve- 
mence. It will be no ſhame then, Sir, for the Em- 
peror to imitate the great Example of this glo- 
rious Monarch, to whom the Houſe of Auſtria 


had ſuch ſignal Obligations: The Flemings have 


H 2 not. 
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(60) oy 
not in any meaſure ſuch juſt Pretenſions to theEm- 
peror's Fayour. and Indulgence that the Scots had 
to King WILLIAM's, nor are the ſtrongeſt 
Arguments they make uſe of to ſhew the u- 
ſtice of their Undertaking, in any reſpect equal 

to thoſe brought in by the Scots to juſtify their 
ſettling at Darien. »ͤ»n»᷑⸗ IFEDE | 


As here is a fair way ſhewn for the Em- 
peror to retreat with Honour and recede from 
his Octroy, ſhould his Imperial Majeſty, inſtead 
of doing ſo, ſtill continue” inflemble in his Re- 
ſolution to ſupport” it, you may then be affur- 
ed that the *Netherland Company is but a Cloak 
to deeper Deſigns : Britons ought then to look 
to themſelves in time, and no longer to doubt 
a Conſpiracy, firſt againſt their Commerce, and 
then againſt their Liberties. They cannot pur- 
chaſe the Preſervation of either at too dear a 
Rate, nor give too much Attention to the Ad- 
dreſs of the two Engliſh Houſes of Parliament al- 
ready mentioned. For their greater Satisfaction 
I have tranſcribed the firſt Paragraph, and part of 
the ſecond Verbatim, wiſhing they may make a 
right uſe of it, by imitating the Example of that | 
illuſtrious Parliament and breathing the ſame Love | 
for Liberty and their Country. e 1 
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Te Humble ADDRESS ef the 


Rig bt Honourable the Lords Spi- 


ritual and Temporal, and Commons 
in Parliament Aſſembled. 


Die Venens, 1 3 Decembris, 1695. | 


W E the Lords Spiritual and Tem⸗ 


poral and Commons in Par- 
liament Aſſembled, Having taken into 


our Conſideration, the State of the 
Trade of this Kingdom do find, that 


beſides many other Diſadvantages and 


Difficulties it now lies under, an 


Act of Parliament that hath lately 


received your Majeſty's Royal Aſſent 


in your Kingdom of Scotland, for e- 


recting a Company Trading to Africa 


* 


and the Indies, is likely to bring 
many great Prejudices and Miſchiets 
to all your Majeſty's Subjects that are 
concerned in the Wealth or Trade of 


this Nation: And therefore in all Duty, 
to your Majeſty, and the Care we 
ought to have of this Kingdom we do 

0” ET ** humbly 


the ſaid Act does 
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& humbly repreſent to Your Majeſty that 


* the ſaid Act does provide, that all 
Ships, Merchandize, Goods, and other 
Effects belonging to that Company 


_ © ſhall be free from all manner of Re- 
ſtraints, or Prohibitions, and of all Cu- 


_ * Eſtates and Goods employed in the ſai 


< ſtoms, Taxes, Ceſſes, Supplies, or o- 
* ther Duties impoſed or to be impoſed 
by Act of Parliament, or otherways, 
* for the Space of One and Twenty 
* Years; And further, that the faid 
Company, whole Members, Officers, 
© Seryants or others belonging thereto, 
* ſhall be free both in their Perſons 


d 


© Stack and Trade from all manner of 


* "Taxes, Ceſſes, Supplies, Exciſes, Quar- 


4. tering of Soldiers,” Tranſcient or Local, 


© or, Levying of Soldiers, or other Im- 


* poſitions during the ip ce of One and 
* NWenty m—_—}_ 
© By reaſon of which great Adyantages 


“ granted to the Scors Eaſt India Com- 
" and the Duties and Difficulti 
"* pany, and the Duties anc culties 


© that lie upon that Trade in England, 


© a great part of the Stock and Ship- 


< ping of this Nation will be carried thi- 


„ther; And 2 this Means Scotland 


« be made a free Port for all Faſt- 


. " o 


© India Commodities; And conſequently. 


e thoſe, [porral Places in Europe which 
| SIALIC, 67 7 1+ * i ; | * were 


oor. 


& were ſupplied i in England will be furni- 
« ſhed from thence much cheaper than can 
« be done by the En glifh: And there- 


"M T4 this Nation will boſe the Benefit 


2 | 
of ſupplying Foreign Parts with thoſe 
Mars 5M which hath always. been 


28 great Article in the Ballauce of 


« Our Foreien Trade: Moreover the 


8 © ſaid Commodities will unavoidably be 
5 
may Heeg h both by Sea and 1 to the 
f Prejudice of the Engliſh Trade 
© and Navigation, and to the great De- 
triment your Majeſty in your Cu- 
© floms. And when once that Nation 


« 


all have ſettled themſelves in Plan- 


tation in America Our Commerce itt 
= 43 abaceo, Sugar, Cotton, Wool, Skins, 


by * Maſts, Ts will be utterly boft,” Se. 


MAT TR. JOHNSON 


Cleri c. Parliamontor. 


bt by the Scots into England by - | 


.m 


| Now; S, 1 Re to any Man i. in 1 Seriſes} 


whether the Scots Company could do E ngland 
more Damage than the Netherland Company is 


Likely to do. The Emperor's Ofroy has, provi- 


ded $ many Privileges and Advantages fr the 


Flemings as che abovementioned Act of Parliament 
did for the Scots. Oſtend and Newport lye much 
more convenient for ſendin 
ſtealth into thoſe Parts. of England where they 
are moſt in demand, than any part of Scot land 
does; and thoſe ſeveral Places in Europe, which 


a few Years ago were ſupplied in England, can be, 


and already have b 73 furniſhed from Flaxders as 
well and as cheap as they could have been from 


Scotland, and no doubt much cheaper than from : 
London. In ſhort, Sir, this Addreſs contains in 4 
few Lines more than I am able to ſay in a great 


many Pages, and if you will but allow. me. that 
the Parliament knew. What it aid and did at that 
time, I will undettake to maintain, that there is 
not one Article or Circumſtance ned againſt the 


Scots, but what with much greater Juſtice ftands 


in full force againſt the Flemings. W 
ſettled at Darien, and began to Trade 
Indies, then all the Cry was, that ſuc 
would ruin the Engliſu Company; but hg 
the Flemings have © tabled an E aſt-India Com- 

pany in the Netherlands, and that private Adven- 
turers have for above theſe ſeven Years paſt ſmug» 


gled into Great-Britain and freland Eaſt-India Goods 


from Oſtend to near the Value of half a Million 
Sterling, there is no other Notice taken of it, but 


the 45 ſome Incendaries endeavour to buoy i ig 


norant Peop's up with, that it will ruin the Dutch. 
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Eaſt- India Goods by 
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Whence 


a this er 


the beft 


nothing 
e and a long Alliance obliges Britozs to look 


lands amon 


(95, ) 
Whence this Partiality, ir ? Whence this Ma- 
Dutcb, this Indulgence to the Flemings, - 
2 Cruelty "to Briton? How ſtrange a thing 
appear in the Eyes of Europe, (I mean ſuch 
— s of Euxopt as are not in the {ecret) to ſee En- 
gli men vainpleciting the Flemings with one of 
Branches of their Commerce, and yet 
would not let their own Brethren, Nei ghbours and 
Friends the Scots, tho? Subjects to the lame Prince, 
come in for even the leaſt ſhare with them? But 
the Nation, it "ſeems, is now ſo artfully 
intoxicated With mighty Expettations from 


Greenland, chat it bas no time to look to the 


4 

Permit me, "i to tell you with an 1 Mix- 
ture of Humility and Contrition, that while I was 
under the Prejudices O Education, and by conſe» · 
quence an Enemy to your Conſtitution and Go- 
vernment, I heartily withed to ſee things go juſt 
as they are now managed. I know the Plans that 
were then formed in Caſe of ſuch and ſuch Occur- 
rences 3 but I have either ſaid enough or {aid 
at all. Notwithſtanding that velf-Preſer- 


n the United Provinces as their chief Barrier 


0 ext to their own Fleet, and Unanimity and Ho- 


neſty amongſt 


themſelves) againſt any Foreign In- 
truder upon their Liberties, yet there are Thou- 
them ſo fixed and rivetted in their 
Frejudices, and fo inſinuated in their Averſion, 
t without ever once reflecting upon the Con- 


Tequence, they wiſh ſucceſs to the Oſtend Company 


merely becaule they hope it will ruin the Dutch : 
_ Puts me in mind of a very remarkable ſay- 
= 1 * A 
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ing of the excellent Queen Elizabeth won. ad 
remarkable an Occaſion, that the Deſtruction of 
France would prove the Eve of the Ruin of 
England; and | believe I may advance with as 
good Grounds, that the impoveriſhing of Hol- 
land will produce the beggering of Great Bri- 
tain, with .lomething” cue that I need not 
name... {x7 <5 ot ing „ 


As the Imperial Company of Commerce has, 

no doubt, numerous and powerful Advocates in 
Great Britain for the Wonders they hope it 
will produce in favour of their Schemes, I 
may reckon to receive but very little Thanks 
from them for this Letter; nor will they be bet- 
ter pleaſed when I atlure them once again, that 
nothing but my Duty to Great Britain put me 
upon writing it, as well as ſome other Things 
which I ſhall communicate to the Publick be- 
fore it be long. But whether 1 ſtand applaud- 
ed or condemned by the Power ul and the 
Mighty for this Undertaking tor the Service of 
the People, I am {ure I ſhall have the Appro- 
bation ot every thinking honeſt Man in Britain: 
And this Conſideratron, joyn'd to the Remem- 
brance of thole Favours I daily received from 
vou when I was happy in your Patronage and 
- Friendſhip, directed me to addreſs my ſelf 
to you upon ſo important an Occaſion, as 
to a Patriot ſtanding Conſpicuous in the Front 
of thoſe honeſt FExgliſhney, whom neither 
Engagements to a Party, nor ſelf Intereſt, 
nõr Ambition, nor any other private Cofide- 
ration could ever yet byaſs from the true 
Intereſt of their Country. If any Perſon 
: 5 5 thinks 
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thinks 1 have been too buſy by meddling with 


A what, I org. is, properly ſpeaking, the im- 
| meuiate Duty of a Miniſter of State, he may 
8 pleaſe to conſider, that every Member of a Free- 
- born Societ) has not only a Right, but is in- 
- | ditpenſibly obliged to do what J have done 
t whenever he finds it neceſſary: Surprizing Ac- 


cidents have happened in the Revolution o a 
- few Years; and amongſt Miniſters of State, a 


S, more than ordinary Friendſhip and Condeſcen- 
ſion is but the Prelude to a Surpize, and an 
1. Introduction to a Stab : Men of Application, 

with but even tolerable Parts to dirett it, find 


ks frequent Opportunities of coming at the Know- 
t- | ledge or ſeveral Things and Deſigns Abroad, 
at Which ſome ſort of Miniſters of State will never 
ne 


learn at Home, until it be too late to prevent 
12S them. I acknowledge, Sir, that ſome Men have 
| moſt prodigiouſly found their Account in un- 
derſtanding the Forms and Rules of the Houle 
of Commons, in being wonderoully skii'd in 
of | Elections, and finding out the weak ſide of a 
Member of Parliament of Figure and Intereſt in 

in: his Country. lt has alſo been of ſingular Ad- 


em- | vantage in ſeveral Caſes, to know how to pick 
rom | and cull what was uſeful out of every one of 
and the Multitude of Projects given every Year to a 
ſelf] Treaſurer concerning the Debts of the Nation, 
as Supplies, laying new Taxes, and ſuch like lau- 
ront dable Pieces of Service for the poor induſtrious 
ther Commonalty. But, alas Sir ! fuch Talents in a 
reſt, 


Miniſter, without the othec more imporcant and 
"Ag -n2ceffary Ones to gmde them, are more likely 
to betray and enſlave his Coun: ry than to pre- 


erſon] ferve it! A Miniſter who undertakes to Bol! 
inks — 


the 
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His Countiymen, but cyen of cher, 


n 
( 68 9 
the Reins of Great Britain, and to dif 


ritain, and to Giſpofe of 
the Lives, Fortunes and Liberties, not only of 


N 
* 


i IIA Ol erity, 
ought to have clean Hands and an upright, Heart; 


he ought to be a deſpiſer of Riches, a hater of 
Bribery and Corruption, a forgive | of his Ene- 


mies, a redreſſer of Injuries, and a lover of Man- 


kind, He ought to be a Man of undaunted 
Courage; he ought to be impartial in his Fa- 
vours and good Offices, and to reward and ad- 
vance Men or Merit preferable to his Relations and 
Dependants who want it. Without having any 
ſordid Paſſions of his own, he ought to be well 


acquainted with the private Paſſions, Morals, an 


Talents of every Foreign Miniſter he has to do 
with. But above all Things, he ought to un- 
derſtand perfectiy well the Genius and Hiſtory 
of ail his Neighbours, and to know the In- 
trigues and Intereſts ot all Foreign Courts, from 
the pooreſt Principality to the miglity Monar- 
chy of France. England has ſometimes been hape 
py in ſuch Miniſters, three of whom I have 


already named; but the has had others too who 


have very often brought her upon the Brink of 
Ruin, either through want of Honeſty in not 
laying hold of preſent Advantages, or want of 


Capacity to know when and how to take proper 


Meaſures to prevent future Dangers. ; 

The De'iverers up of Dunk, and the De- 
moliihers of Tangier, had, no doubt, as ſpeci- 
ous and as plauſible Pretences, and as ſolid 
Arguments to offer in Juſtification of fo vile and 
W icanaalous a Conduct, as any that can be urged 


by 


by the 
be 


ings, and the Dangers 1 have run through fince 


5 ( bg Y OT 

avoorers of the Fleuungi for conmving 
tHemieht and Progreſs of the Nether 
14nd 1 270 the want of thoſe Places 
in che lift War agaihift Fance and Spain plainly 
ſicwed of What Hirportanee the Poſſeſſion of then 
would have been, and how little Foreſight er 
Honeſty the Miniſtry 


low, that Great Britaifi would have had Leiſre 
atid Cauſe enough to lament and curſe that . 
varice and Weakneſs in her Miniſters, had ft 
Queen ANNE, by a wonderful Interpoſition 
of Providence, ſo timely conquer'd Gibraltar and 
Pott- Mahon. 1 


Thus far, Sy, 1 have endeayourd to make 
ſome Attonement for my former Failings, and 
Hope that my Behaviour for the future will 
once again entitle me to your Friendſhip and 
Eiteem, in ſpight of my malicious Stars, and 
more malicious Enemies. Ic any Part of what 7 


have offer'd proves of ſervice to the Nation, 


I ſhall not only deſpiſe the Dangers to which 


it expoſes me, but look upon my paſt Suffer- 


ings, as a Clue by which Providence led me 
into - Opportunities of knowing ſuch Things as 


may now be of Uſe to Great Britaim, and her 


Friends. Britons, I hope, will find the Advim- 
tage of this Warning 7 have given them; ſinee 


_ thoſe who are now projecting their Rum dare 


neither be ſo bare-faced, nor ſo expeditious in 


their Work, as they would 'otherwite have been. 
| Nay, it may perhaps oblige” them to lay their 


Scheme entirely afide. As to my - own Suffer- 


Ng 


* 
5 * 


} then had in parting with - 
tem: Mmſomuch, that al the World muſt al- 
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Nr Law left France, I wok b conceive f 
them to be ſuch as may plead my er: be- 
fore 10 merciful and humane a Prince - as 


His Majeſty; but for ſuch Part of my Con- 


duct as may have been contrary to his In- 
tereſt ſince d. Death of my Lord Stan- 


bope, 1 hope his juſtice and Care of the 


; Nation wi eat. an Account of it from 


thoſe Men whoſe barb arous Cruelty and inhy- 


mane Ulage- of me forced me po it for Self- 
. ty | 


Yes, Sir, they doom? d me a Victim to their 
Malice and private Deſigns, at the ſame time 
that they were obliged in ſpigbt of their 


Teeths to follow ſeveral Advices 1 gave them 
for the Service of Great Britain: And gained 


by my Means, an Eclat with the People, 
while they were endeavouring to oppreſs and de- 


frog me. 


_ Maj jeſty's HY gracious Mercy I never 
refuſed, when offered to me by his own Roy- 


al Conſent, in the Beginning of the Year One 
Thouſand Seven and Twenty One : But if 1 
moſt humbly  begg'd Leave to decline the Pen- 
ſion- of Five hundred Pounds a Year annex'd 
to it, until the Conditions were explained 


to me upon which the 1 Penſion was of- 


fered, that I might ſee whether I could 
accept it with Honour, it was a Deli- 
cacy, and a Virtue, that would have endear- 
ed me to any Set of honeſt Men upon the 
Face of the Earth. But when my Lord Stan- 
bope died, His Majeſty loſt a faithful Ser- 
. vant; 
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, | vant; I loſt à Friend, and the Nation loſt a 8 
A Miniſter, whoſe untimely Death they never 
can ſufficiently lament, I am, with the moſt = "25 
ve _ grateful, and moſt profound Reſpect, Duty, and 5 ; 
© |. Aupeament, | 


* * 


S — FS | 


8 
— « AE he tia 


Your moſt Humble 
* a and moſt Obedient, 


moſt devoted Servant; 
Amſterdam 24 
A October, 1724. 


CHARLES FORMAN; 
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